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EPIPHANY 2019

The Epiphany is the manifestation of the universality of Divine Mercy, and we are all in such great need of mercy.  Try to imagine just what it would have been like to be in Bethlehem over 2000 years ago as the wise men arrived to make their homage to the Christ child.  It is hard for us to grasp just how much the birth of Jesus was shocking and completely over-turned all of human history and all human logic.  The visit of the Magi indicates that someone very important and powerful is born; yet, nothing of the circumstances of the birth of Christ seem to bear that out.  This already tells us something very important: God does not care about appearances, God has no need of human glory.  Jesus is indeed a King, but He is so much more.  No mere human leader could ever give us hope, peace, happiness and holiness.  
I would like for us to focus on the liberation brought about by Jesus.  As much as it pains us to admit it, we dwell in the land of gloom, and we walk in darkness.  Although it is at the Easter Vigil that we exclaim, “Christ our Light”, He is so even today when the arrival of pagan rulers from the East manifest that He comes for all of humanity.  How sad it is that we have been redeemed and yet we do not rejoice.  It is true, so many of us have so many reasons for sadness: loss of loved ones, loss of work, sickness, bitterness in society, and the list goes on and on.  Jesus loves you and Jesus has already overcome all the forces of evil.  It may not appear that way, but then, His birth did not appear to be the birth of a savior either.  God knows well how difficult it is for us to be happy and to see beyond appearances and live instead in the reality of grace.  God sees how much we are all suffering, and how difficult it is for us to believe in Him.  Just as God did not allow our sinfulness or our obstinacy to prevent His coming to dwell amongst us, so too will He not allow the difficulties of the present moment prevent Him from showing us the depths of His love.  And just as the arrival of the Magi shows that salvation is for everyone, not only the Jews, so too will Christ show you that you are redeemed by His coming.
A manger is not the first place that I would look for a savior, and swaddling clothes are not exactly royal garb, and yet, this is precisely where the savior is born and what He wears.  The humble circumstances of the birth of Christ do not prevent the Magi, earthly kings, from recognizing His greatness.  At the same time, Herod, the King of the Jews was unable to recognize who Christ was.  Pagan rulers recognized Jesus for what He was, but Herod, the leader of the Jewish people could not.  How is this possible?  What is God trying to tell us? The answer is as simple as it is beautiful: it is not in glory and strength that we find God, but in humility and weakness.  All too often, like Herod, I make the mistake of trying to find God where He dwells not: in my strength and in my glory.  Because of this, at times I give in to fear and I do not allow Christ to be my Lord and Savior.  In order to find Christ, however, the opposite is true: God does not want to meet us in our strengths, which, in any event come from Him in the first place; rather, His greatest desire is to encounter us at our weakest, to be near us when we suffer, to console us when we weep.  This is the mercy of God which has always been with us, but which we have failed to see: the path to God’s love lies along the path of our sorrow.  God was born in a manger and wrapped in swaddling clothes so that we could see once and for all that our poverty, our neediness is no obstacle to encountering Him.  
