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   September 30, 2018

GOD’S WILL IN MY LIFE
There is a great question at the heart of today’s readings, and it is one that is very easy to ask, but not so easy to answer.  Is following God’s will the most important thing in your life, or, instead are there things that you prefer over and above what God desires?  If you are anything like me, the answer to that question is that, in fact, there are plenty of things in your life that appear to be more important than the will of God.  We humans are such funny creatures: we are created in the image and likeness of God, yet, at times we find it harder to follow Him than for our pets to follow us.  We have free will instead of mere instincts, and so, we choose how we want to live; however, many times we follow our passions and our instincts instead of looking to God. I don’t intend this in a moralizing childish way; although, all too often we convince ourselves that God is like a puppet master who only wants to pull our strings and, in viewing God that way, we miss the point both of how much He loves us and of how much He respects and trusts us.

In our first reading, we see a real contrast between Moses, who had such a profound encounter with the living God as to be able to understand as much as any human being could the mind of God and his closest collaborators who could not do so.  Notice how indignant Joshua and the others become at the realization that there are prophets among them who don’t conform to their understanding. Notice also how simply Moses brushes aside their concerns, pointing out that it would be better if all were as  Eldad and Medad?  There is always a tension between the certainty that comes from being “in the tent” and the grace of God which can work in extraordinary ways.  How tempting it is for you and for me to be more like Joshua and less like Moses, that is, to cling to easy answers instead of being open to the fullness of reality.  
Our second reading tells us a lot about what it looks like to live our lives clinging to certainty instead of embracing the fullness of our human condition.  St. James has harsh words for the rich, and reminds them in no uncertain terms that nothing they acquire in this life has any value in the next.  This is something that is easy for us to misunderstand, because, at first sight it appears to condemn material goods and talent and hard work. Once again, this is a caricature view, as though God wants us to be poor and to fail. In fact, what James is condemning here is neither the wealth nor the success of the wealthy; rather, he is condemning the attitude behind it. Although he is referring to materially wealthy members of the community, his teaching applies to all of us regardless of what we possess.  The sin of these men and women is not what they have, but how they obtained it and what they did with it.  These wealthy individuals were concerned only for what they perceived to be their own well-being, and cared not for the good of others. They were so desperate to secure their own happiness that they brought about the misery of others and even ensured that they could never be happy themselves.  
For you and for me, we so often do as James’ rich have done: we have fixed ideas of what fulfills us, and we desperately try to eliminate anything and anyone we perceive gets in the way of that fulfillment. That can take so many different forms: we can become workaholics, to the detriment of our family and our friends, we can develop various forms of addictions, to alcohol, drugs, the internet, etc.  We can also double down on our own point of view, and so be unable to dialogue with others, whether that be about politics, doctrine or even sports.  
It is in this context that we are to understand the words of our Lord in today’s Gospel.  In the first place, we see how even the apostles did not appreciate how much more God is than their own understanding.  Jesus, like Moses before him had to open the hearts of the apostles so that they could embrace the mission to which they were called.  How often do you and I find ourselves holding fast to our own perspective, missing the fuller picture that God gives us by faith?  It is so natural for us to demand certainty and in so doing we end up insecure, miserable and suffering terribly.  Jesus is telling us today that we are much better off living a faith filled life, which is to say a life that looks to God and God’s will, instead of a merely human life that looks to our own feelings and perceived wants and needs above all else.  When we allow God to love us, then God’s love becomes the only thing that matters and all those things to which we cling for our happiness suddenly lose their value and we are much freer than we ever imagined.  Trust in God and you will find a peace beyond measure.
