        





        GREETINGS! 

The following contains information and procedures for beginning a Padre Pio Prayer Group at your parish according to the rules and regulations of the International Association of Padre Pio Prayer Groups whose headquarters is located in San Giovanni Rotondo, Foggia, Italy, at the Casa Sollievo della Sofferenza (Home For The Relief of Suffering).
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I.

    WELCOME
It is with great pleasure I present the following information and procedures for establishing a Padre Pio Prayer Group at your parish. The steps are many, but not complicated. Once your paperwork is complete, your bishop has blessed your group and paperwork sent to Headquarters and registered, the Association will send a Letter of Acceptance and Certificate of Recognition with information regarding what the Association is doing internationally. It is very exciting work and deeply, spiritually gratifying.  
II.

  HOW TO BECOME A SPIRITUAL CHILD OF PADRE PIO

The Association defines a Spiritual Child of Padre Pio as one who commits to:

*Live on God’s Grace and make use of the Sacraments of the Eucharist and Reconciliation


*Live one’s faith in words and deeds in a true Christian life


*Love Jesus crucified, the Most Blessed Sacrament, the Most Blessed Mother, the Holy Father 


and the Roman Catholic Church


*Be pro-active and sincere in a spirit of charity toward all
III.

    

 HISTORY OF PRAYER GROUPS
As you find others who are Saint Pio’s Spiritual Children, the need for his prayer group will be a natural outflow of your love and faith for Saint Pio. It is important to know the history and purpose of the Group to better understand its direction. The history of the Padre Pio Prayer Groups below is a document from the National Headquarters of Padre Pio Prayer Groups, National Office. Its office information is:
        Padre Pio Prayer Groups
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From the beginning of his pontificate, Pope Pius Xl exhorted the faithful to gather together and pray
often as a community. The Holy Father's invitation for groups of the faithful to gather for prayer was

picked up by the faithful as World War 11 loomed on the horizon. This war would divide and disperse
millions of people. If war divides and disperses, then prayer would bring together and unite.

Pope Pius XII's pleas came from the heart of the Holy Father who saw the dangers that his spiritual
children would encounter as the world in which they were called to live as pilgrims and strangers
moved further away from God-centered values. His pleas for a greater commitment to prayer and a
deeper Christian life were expressed by the Holy Father throughout his Pontificate: We need strong
groups of adults and youth, who, keeping themselves closely united with Christ, gather at least
once a month for the Bread of Life and encourage others to do the same (February 17, 1942). Do
ot fear, pray (March 13, 1943). The Church has urgent need of the faithful and groups of the
faithtul, from all walks of life, who, free from the slavery of human respect, conform their entire life
and activities to the commandments of God and the law of Christ (March 8, 1952).

Understanding the value and need to pray always, Padre Pio accepted the repeated pleas of Pope.
Pius XIl and encouraged the faithful to gather in groups to pray according to the intentions of the
Holy Father. In 1947, at Padre Pio's invitation, Prayer Groups were spontaneously springing up and
taking on a more stable form; their sole desire was to pray and pray together. They were, if not
officially, certainly in fact, the forerunners of the Prayer Groups we know today. They began as a
support for the Casa Sollievo della Sofferenza (House for the Relief of Suffering), and as a
response to Padre Pio's appeal: Never grow weary of praying. This is essential. Prayer penetrates
the heart of God and obtains the graces needed.. Without prayer, our House for the Relief of
Suffering is somewhat like a plant without air and sun. One day, Doctor Sanguinett, who had read
the words of Pope Pius Xl from the Osservatore Romano (Vatican Newspaper), heard Padre Pio
say: Let us start doing something. Let us role up or sleeves. Let us be the first to respond to the
‘appeal launched by our Supreme Pontiff
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we have, and the key to God's heart. We encounter the first document that speaks of the existence
of groups of the faithful who have accepted the proposal to pray together, emanating from the Casa
Sollievo della Sofferenza in September 1949. They gather once or twice monthly; they assist at
Mass, receive the Sacraments, and recite the Rosary together...We would be very happy if these
groups multiplied, possibly under the spiritual direction of a priest.

The first list of officially established Prayer Groups was drawn up in 1950. Pare Pio formulated a
precise and clear image of what the Prayer Groups were to be and how they were to fulfil their
mission. The Invitation to Prayer, from the August 1950 edition of the Casa Sollievo della
Sofferenza states: The Prayer Groups will live their Christian lfe fully and openly according to the.
wishes of His Holiness if they are first groups of the faithful who pray together.

Atthe Second International Congress of the Prayer Groups, gathered at the Casa Sollievo della
Sofferenza on May 5, 1966, Padre Pio spoke to the Congress and called attention to their growth
‘and work: to my dear children of Italy and the world,...near and far...now spread throughout the.
world...and gathered here near the Casa Sollievo della Sofferenza...the positions fostered by this
little city of charity (the Casa Sollievo della Sofferenza), nursery of faith and hearth of love, in which
Christ Himself is present every time we gather for prayer and the Eucharistic Agape, under the
guidance of the pastors and spiritual directors...It is prayer, this united strength of all good souls,
that moves the world, that renews the consciences, that supports the “Casa’, that comforts the
suffering, that heals the sick, that sanctifies labor, that elevates health care, that gives moral
strength and Christian resignation to human suffering, that spreads the smile and blessing of God
on the fainthearted and the weak. Padre Pio repeated Pope Pius Xil's invitation to the faithful and
encouraged the Prayer Groups: Pray much, my children, pray always without ever growing tired....
we entrust this work to God.

Ifthe Casa Sollievo della Sofferenza seemed the Cathedral of Suffering, the Prayer Groups were to
be the Cathedrals of Prayer. If pain was the common bond of all those who suffered throughout the
world, prayerful charity strengthened and guaranteed a greater bond among Christians. A Prayer
Group is a cross rooted in earth, that points directly to heaven, through prayer, and spreads
throughout the whole world through charity (Don Giancarlo Sett).

Padre Pio, through the stigmata he bore and the life of prayer he led, understood the sufferings of
the infirm, as well as the prayers of both the sick and the healthy. Let us gather periodically for
prayer in common. Today’s society does not pray, that is why itis falling apart (Padre Pio).

The idea of Prayer Groups was promoted and supported by Padre Pio because he envisioned them
and God' instruments of relief for a suffering world. Knowing that alone he could do little for those
Wwho suffer throughout the world, Padre Pio organized the Prayer Groups so that they would be a
source of constant prayer embracing all those around the world who were needy in either body or
soul. The Prayer Groups, begun along with the Casa Sollievo della Sofferenza, found their unity in
the spirit of their founder, Padre Pio. As they sprang up around the world, each Group in its own
uniqueness would fulfl its mission in accord with the approval of the local bishop and under the
spiritual guidance of a priest assistant.
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often recommended and encouraged by Padre Pio: a spirit and attitude of respect and obedience.
for the Church. These groups of people that gathered for prayer under the guidance of a priest
spiritual director had an absolutely private character to them. Some commented that in view of the
private character of the Prayer groups, there was no need to request ecclesiastical approval, since
there is no need for Church approval to gather for prayer with a priest. The immediate and explicit
response that Padre Pio made to this remark was undeniable: If the local Church authority does not
approve the Groups, there is only one solution possible: obey immediately and cease all activities,
‘making absolutely no comments or remarks of any kind. The conclusion was more than clear: The
Church is our common Mother, to whom we must be absolutely and devotedly obedient (Guglielmo
‘Sanguinett). Padre Pio would often repeat to Giancarlo Settl, to whom he had entrusted the
direction of the Prayer Groups in 1960: They must be united, and must never tire doing good, be
obedient and respectful to the Hierarchy, and be firm and persevering in their commitment.

When someone asked Padre Pio if they might establish a Prayer Group, but expressed
uncertainties regarding obstacles encountered because of the lack of interest on the part of the
clergy, Padre Pio's response was unequivocal and direct: Do nothing without the permission of the
bishops and the priests. Do everything in common agreement, and obey. The need to gather at
least once a month, to pray for the intentions of the Holy Father and to be a source of charity for all,
were to be the essential characteristics of every Group.

‘Some bishops, however, were concemed that the Prayer Groups were springing up as personal fan
clubs around Padre Pio. Thus it happened that some Groups encountered many difficulties and
great hostilty there where they should have found encouragement and support (Cardinal Lercaro).
Padre Pio did not desire nor did he need publicity or applause, whether in Italy or abroad. Those
Who knew his humility, reserve, desire for the silent ife, and obedience to the Church were
convinced that his desire for these Prayer Groups was solely founded on the words of Jesus Who
tells s that He is present wherever two of three are gathered in His Name. In a secularized society
that often denies God, the Groups were to be, Cardinal Lercaro of Bologna stated: a reminder to
Gospel-centered people of their need for God, of His certainties and hopes, of his love and grace...;
a collective profession of trust in the fatherly love of the Lord...a fraternal bond that links the
members (of the Prayer Groups) among themselves, and goes beyond all human misery, indigence
and suffering.
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Atthe last International Congress of the Prayer Groups, while Padre Pio was stil alive, the Prayer
Groups gathered as an association officially recognized by the Church. In fact, only a few weeks
before — July 31, 1968  the Holy See appointed a General Director for the Prayer Groups. The
objectives of the Prayer Groups throughout the world were officially recognized as being a response
to the appeal of the Holy Father Pope Pius XIl for all Christians to unite in prayer. This act of Pope
Paul VI, officially recognizing the Prayer Groups, gave comfort to Padre Pio during the last few days
of his life on earth. The vigil of his death, Padre Pio, who in silence had always nurtured the.
prayerful spirt of the Groups, finally saw the supreme approval. Thus his earthly mission came to a
close among the choir of those who pray: in reallty, it was a continual prayer, a persistent
‘supplication to the Father, offering Him with Christ, in Christ and through Christ, the needs and
sorrows, the hopes and fears of the Church and the world (Cardinal Lercaro).

Spiritual Children

All those belonging to the Prayer Groups throughout the world considered themselves Spiritual
Children of Padre Pio. They looked to Padre Pio as a sure guide through life. They spontaneously
‘sought him out either in person or by mail, in order to receive his counsels and directives. The first
group of spiritual children can be said to have begun at San Giovanni Rotondo in 1917. They
gathered around Padre Pio as their spiritual director. Padre Pio was given permission by his
superiors to guide the many souls of San Giovanni Rotondo who were seeking his guidance in
living a more perfect life. The local friary became the first gathering place for his spiritual children.
They gathered to participate in his spiritual conferences in the visitors’ area of the friary

‘The first spiritual children of Padre Pio would gather with their Spiritual Director usually on
Thursdays and Sundays. He would speak to them of virtue and vice, weaknesses that had to be
fought, good that we are called to live. His approach was simple and practical, rich in a wealth of
experiences, directed toward the essence of the Christian life, spurring his spiritual children to
generosity, encouraging them by his own mere conviction and personal example. He insisted much
on obedience, trust in one’s spiitual director, frequency in receiving the Sacraments, and the need
for meditation and mortification.

The group of spiritual children grew. One day Padre Pio remarked to one of them: Many, many,
‘many more will come, but my arms will reach out to embrace the whole worid. Not only those
particular souls who sought perfection, but also the penitents who received absolution in the,
‘Sacrament of Reconciliation, would ask Padre Pio to assist them in leading a better life. From 1914
until 1924, Padre Pio kept in touch with his spiritual children through letters. Some letters were
rather lengthy and some were s brief as a slogan but they were always encouraging and
enlightening for those who received them. The elements of his spiritual direction can be
‘summarized in the following: a rapport of supematural affection, a personal awareness and
participation in the lives of his spiritual children, a continual discovery of the prompting of the Holy
Spiritin the souls of his spiritual children, an uncovering of the insidious works of Satan in a soul.




[image: image5.png]Padre Pio fulfilled his ministry as director of souls expressing himself with frankness and sincerity,
with few words but always to the point and convincingly. He accompanied his spiritual children
throughout their lives. He was a true father: merciful and decisive, human and categorical, clear and
quick. He would say that / neither call them to me nor do I send them away. To those who wished to
be numbered among his spiritual children he would say: / accept you willingly as my spiritual
children, on the condition that you always be good and not give bad example before God and man,
that you be examples of a good Christian life. Otherwise | also know how to use the whip.

One day Padre Pio said: If it were possible, | would like one favor from the Lord: | would want, if He
said to me ‘Go to heaven’, I would like to have this grace: Lord, do not allow me to enter heaven
until the last of my children, the last of those persons entrusted to my priestly care, have entered
before me...On another occasion, to one of his spiritual children, Padre Pio said: / have made an
‘agreement with the Lord that when my soul is purified by the flames of purgatory and is worthy to
enter heaven, I will stand at the gates of paradise and will not enter until | have seen the last of my
‘sons and daughters enter. Through the Prayer Groups and the commitment of his spiritual children,
Padre Pio was able to fulfil part of his great mission: to bring the world to God. He wanted to be
‘among all people to proclaim out loud who this great God of mercy is.

Before his death on September 23, 1968, Padre Pio gave a special blessing to the Prayer Groups,
the sick, and all of his spiritual children. There were many representatives from around the worid
gathered at San Giovanni Rotondo to celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of the day on which Padre
Pio received the visible Stigmata — September 20, 1968. It seemed an act of Providence that this
great mass of people, for whom Padre Pio had been an instrument of Divine Providence in their
journey back to the Lord, should have been present to receive his last blessing and attend his
funeral.

Padre Pio's influence continues to this day. In the spirit of their holy founder, the Prayer Groups of
Padre Pio and his Spiritual Children throughout the world continue to respond to the words of Our
Lord: Truly | say to you, ask and it will be given to you, seek and you will find, knock and it will
opened to you...If you ask anything of the Father in my name He will give it to you. Let us
remember that our prayers, like incense, rise to God. Let us ask for the grace to live in God's wil
and to be instruments of God's peace and love to those whom we encounter on life’s journey.




IV.

        SPIRITUAL CHILD/PRAYER GROUP REQUISITES

        From the Desk of the Coordinator

          NATIONAL OFFICE           

                              St. Francis of Assisi Friary
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Re: ‘Spiritual Child’ and Prayer Group requisites 
Dear Spiritual Children and Friends of Padre Pio, The Lord give you His peace! 
March 2015 
[image: image7.png]



The following excerpts are taken from the book Padre Pio of Pietrelcina “everybody’s cyrenean”, written by Alessandro of Ripabottoni. They speak of the origin and purpose of the Prayer Groups organized by our Founder and Father Padre Pio of Pietrelcina. Hopefully, this may respond to some questions concerning being a ‘Spiritual Child of Padre Pio’ and being Spiritual Children of Padre Pio as members of the Prayer Groups. 
‘Spiritual Child of Padre Pio’ 
The title of ‘Spiritual Child of Padre Pio’ has been somewhat misunderstood. Requisites for a ‘Spiritual Child’ were laid down by Padre Pio himself: 
- To live intensely on God’s grace and make use of the sacraments of Eucharist and Reconciliation often
- To live one’s faith in words and actions, in a true Christian life
- To love Jesus Christ Crucified, the Most Blessed sacrament, Our Blessed Mother, the holy Father and the 
Roman Catholic Church
- To be pro-active and animated by a sincere spirit of charity towards all
The conditions for a ‘Spiritual Child of Padre Pio’ do not involve donations or belonging to specific groups, as long as the person accepts and fulfills Padre Pio’s intentions mentioned above. 
Padre Pio Prayer Groups - Those who belong to the Padre Pio Prayer Groups are spiritual children of Padre Pio by the fact that all the members commit themselves to fulfill the will of Padre Pio as members of a Group. 
The essence of the Prayer Groups lies in the love which unites them ... 
During the dark hours of his first year as Pope, Pius XII exhorted (an exhortation which was insistently repeated during the following years) the faithful to turn to prayer which is the supreme strength and the surest hope for all ... 
But the Holy Father insistently exhorted ... everyone, to pray: the suffering members of the Church ... legions of children; families in city and country; Catholic employers and owners of small businesses; the young ... He said to all: Raise your hands and hearts to God: Nobody can observe the laws of God for a long time and avoid grievous sin without prayer; prayer is the strongest and most invincible weapon against all the dangers and assaults of the world. You must pray, pray, pray. Prayer is the key to the treasure of God; it is the weapon of battle and victory in the fight against evil. Pius XII exhorted all to form a chain of praying and penitent people; men in whom prayer and the thought of God has become second nature and the daily food of their souls ... to prepare a chain of strong men and young people who, uniting themselves strongly with Christ, et least every month, nourish themselves with the Bread of Life and even induce others to follow their example (17 February 1943) ... 
In the fight between good and evil even today is the Church’s task a secure, and continuous support cannot be found in those who approach Holy Communion only once a year, and we advise you to gather together to form groups of men, women, and young people, who frequent, at least monthly, the Eucharistic Food and who lead as many friends and acquaintances as possible there (13 March 1943). 
What the Church urgently needs are faithful, and groups of faithful, from all walks of life who, free from the slavery of human respect, conform the whole of their lives and activities to the commandments of God and the laws of Christ (8 March 1952). 
The sorrowful and grief-stricken appeals of Pope Pius XII ... foretold the formation of Prayer Groups, just as Padre Pio immediately saw: Groups of faithful will fully and openly live Christian lives, as His Holiness wishes, if they are first groups of people who pray together. And from this thought (Padre Pio) turned to action: Let’s get going! Let’s roll up our sleeves and immediately answer this appeal which has been sent out by the Roman Pontiff. 
And so the Prayer Groups were born. They were closely knit groups of praying and penitent people ... men and women and young people ... The structure of this movement was underlined by Padre Pio himself in a declaration of 5 May 1966: breeding grounds of faith and sources of love, in which Christ Himself is present every time souls unite in fraternal prayer under the guidance of their directors, pastors and spiritual directors... 
In August 1950, the official appeal for the establishment of the Prayer Groups on a wider scale goes out from San Giovanni Rotondo, and this was followed by some clarifications and general instructions. The Prayer Groups were formed to better renew the Christian life around us (love of God and our neighbor), through communal prayer ... they fraternally agree to unite, in order to pray together, at least once a month, under the spiritual direction of a priest, with no other goal than that of praying, and inviting other friends and acquaintances to pray ... 
As regards the direction of the Prayer groups, this should be carried out by a priest, and this in fact is indispensable, so that the spontaneous desire to unite in prayer be carried out, rigorously and faithfully according to the principles and norms of the Holy Catholic Church to which reverence and strict obedience is due. ... to avoid all possible deviations and personal initiatives which, even though they may be purely inspired by sound faith and zeal, could in some way, falsify the nature and aims of the Prayer Groups. 
It is a disciplinary rule that all good Catholics refrain from forming Prayer Groups without the permission of the Bishop or (authority) of the area in question. 
The Prayer Groups propose to follow the general principles of Padre Pio’s Franciscan spirituality, with full adhesion to the Church Magisterium, prayer with the church with active participation in the liturgical and sacramental life; reparation through participation in the suffering of Christ concrete and active charity for the relief of those who suffer ... 
The association’s Statutes bears Padre Pio’s handwritten approval (Milan, 8 February 1965): I have read, approved, and blessed it. Padre Pio . It was established under the direction of a priest for the sanctification of its members and or the realization of charitable and apostolic works in the spirit and example of Padre Pio of Pietrelcina. 
(The Prayer Group) is directed and administered by a council made up of a president, assistant, and delegates responsible for the various activities which are spiritual, charitable and apostolic. 
This excerpt does not answer all questions but it does mention the basics that are fundamental to the Association as a whole and to each Prayer Group. It helps to be reminded. Another version from another author concerning the origin of the Prayer Groups can be found on the website (pppg.org). 
God bless you, and may Our Lady and Padre Pio accompany us on our Lenten Journey. 
Peace and Blessings Fr. Francis A. Sariego, O.F.M. Cap. National Coordinator 
V.

         PROCEDURE FOR BEGINNING A PRAYER GROUP
When there are five people willing to commit to a prayer group, you must then find a priest who is willing to direct your group. He will be called the Spiritual Director. He may, or may not, be a priest from your parish. The basic purpose of a director is to keep the group true to Saint Pio’s purpose of the prayer group and the teachings of the Catholic Church. Before the group can exist, it must receive a blessing from the head parish priest. Be ready to state the difference between the Padre Pio Prayer Group and other prayer groups. 
Once a director is found, the group must choose officers from the group. The following are offices:


*Group Leader


*Vice-Group Leader


*Secretary


*Web Person (optional)


*Leader of Young People (optional)

Below are three documents from the National Headquarters of Padre Pio Prayer Groups (PPPG.org). The first explains the purpose and need for a Spiritual Director; the second is the Registration Form needed to register the group with the Association. The third is an Activity Form used to report the Group’s activities to San Giovanni periodically. Once the Registration Form is completed, send it to the bishop of your diocese with a cover letter on parish letterhead explaining your purpose and desire to form a prayer group. If you need assistance writing to your bishop, your Director should have his address and what should be stated. The letter our group wrote and the Bishop’s response can be downloaded from our website FRIENDSOFPADRE PIO.WEEBLY.COM under the Our Lady of the Assumption page. 







Once the group has the blessing from the bishop, the form must be sent to two places: the Centro Gruppi address in San Giovanni, Italy, and the National Headquarters in Delaware (see addresses previously given) along with cover letters explaining the purpose and process. Make copies of all documents sent and received. When the Letter of Recognition from San Giovanni is received, forward a copy to the National Headquarters. Thereafter, send monthly Activity Reports to San Giovanni (Activity Report enclosed).
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November, 2012
To:  Spiritual Directors — Padre Pio Prayer Groups
Dear Brothers,
The Lord give you His peace!

This is a ‘touched-up’ repeat of a letter sentto all Spiritual Directors of the Prayer Groups in the
USA a number of that committed Catholics can offer to a world of indifference, relativism,
individualism, and the like. Thank you ahead of time for all you accept to do with and for the Prayer
Group(s) you assist.

Our Association encompasses the entire world. I the United States we are seeing more and more,
albeit slowly, Padre Pio Prayer Groups being established. Many of these are coming about
because Groups that had been functioning as such for years only now realize that they were never
enrolled in San Giovanni Rotondo. It wil still be a while before we can see our Association
organized as they can be for a more effective united presence in the USA. Both the extension of our
national territory and the indifference to the importance of the Prayer Groups by so many among
the clergy affect a more rapid growth.

‘The office of National Coordinator is a fraternal ministry that seeks to maintain a relationship with all
the Spiritual Children of Padre Pio in the Prayer Groups of the nation. You who are the Spiritual
Directors of the Groups have a more determining presence in your Group. Padre Pio wanted
priests as Spiritual Directors so that orthodoxy could be safeguarded and the members of the
Group could have someone who would be able to direct them more personally and clearly in their
spiritual life.

‘Shortage of personnel and time, as well as true indifference or even, as | experienced in some
situations, open aversion to Padre Pio, condition the ability of the Group to progress well. What
seems as indifference by those Groups who say they have problems getting  priest to commit to
spiritually assist them is often due, however, to the present state of affairs in dioceses and religious
communities in the USA. To be fair and honest, there is at times the problem of some forming or
formed groups that make demands of the priest desirous and willing to participate but who is
physically unable to meet all the demands placed before him. In cases such as these, where the
priest is truly willing and desirous of participating as spiritual assistant, | encourage the Prayer
Group involved to compromise.
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the members cannot hope to develop well as Spiritual Children of Padre Pio. Your position is an
‘essential one that makes the Prayer Group advance the way it should. Unfortunately, there are.
Groups who have lost their Spiritual Directors and still continue as best they can praying, and
‘sometimes even begging, for a priest to accept to be with them once a month. Pray with me that
those Groups who stilllack Spiritual Directors may soon have them. Please try as best you are able
to make every effort to be with your Group for their monthly gathering. The sacrifice of your time
and talents will surely not go unrewarded, and the faithful whom you guide will profit spiritually from
your selfiessness. Do not hesitate to let me know how | might be able to assist you in any way. |
will do what | am able to do, and willtry to offer alternative suggestions that might help when | am
unable to respond personally.

God bless you with a fruitful ministry among our sisters and brothers of the Padre Pio Prayer
Groups. They live in our world with a desire to have Padre Pio as their guide in growing in the Spirit
of God. They want and need our open-hearted and willing availability to assist them in any way we.
can. We live in a world often averse to or manipulative of the values and principles that the Gospel
‘and our Catholic Christian Faith ask us to live without gloss. We are called to be beacons of light
‘and warmth in a world that would rather walk in the shadows of confusion, compromise, and
‘convenience, and a world that is growing cold by indifference to God, or even takes a poll
‘concerning the place of God in the life of our nationa. There is no need to mention relatively recent
media coverage that was a startiing reality check and wake up call for us all. There is 5o much we
can offer those whom we are called to direct and serve, and there is much we can lear from them.
Let us support and encourage one another in our ministry with our prayers, as we seek God's
blessings and graces through the intercession of Padre Pio of Pietrelcina.

May the Spirit of God fil us with His grace that we may know what we are called to do, and that we
may have the courage to do it. | ask a remembrance before the Lord and promise to remember
‘each one of you and your ministry in mine.

God bless you; Our Lady guide, guard, and protect you; and Padre Pio watch over each one of
Yyou with loving

Peace and Blessings.
Fr. Francis A. Sariego, O.F-M. Cap.
National Coordinator
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Centro Internazionale Gruppi di Preghiera di San Pio da Pietrelcina,
Vise Cappucci, 17271013 San Giovani Rotondo G - Haly,
e +39 0562 10486 Whatsapp. 139 344 115695 Fax: +39 0952 452579
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REGISTRATION FOR A NEW PADRE PIO PRAYER GROUP

Date

Nation,

Taun Diace

Name of e Gran.

Church where the prayer mectings are held

Addzss.. L

Time-tableof the meetings (day & how]

Number of paricipans

Spiritul Divector's name

Tl = Fomail.

Tl = Fomail.

Tl = Fomail.

Tl = Fomail.

‘SIGNATURE Spiritual Director

SIGNATURE Group Leader
APPROVAL of the Diocesan Ordinary or his delegate.
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Report of the activities of the Prayer Group .





VI.

         STATUES/ARTICLES
As all associations do, the International Association of Prayer Groups has a constitution with Articles and Statues. Below is a document from the National Association listing the Articles and Statues. Following the Articles provided by the National Association is a simplified version written by the Padre Pio Prayer Group of Our Lady of the Assumption in Claremont, California.  The Statues from the National Headquarters have been revised and are dated 2018. They are lengthy. Our Group chose to rewrite them into shorter, more concise paragraphs keeping to the intent of the Article.  All Prayer Groups must follow the Articles, but you may choose to use the shorter versions. Our Statues and Articles are posted on our website and may be downloaded. 
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‘The New Statutes of the Prayer Groups of Padre Pio I.
Presentation by the President of the work: Monsignor RiccardoRuotolo

“The International Convention of the Pace Pio Prayer Groups was openad on May ¢, 1988,
with a concalebrated Mass in frontof the Shrine of Our Lady Of Grace. The occasion was the
thirteh anniversary of Padre Pio's hospital, the Home for the Reliefof Suffering. At that
‘opening | was able 1o announce o thoss present the news of Pontifical approbation of the new.
Statutes ofthe Prayer Groups of Padre Pio. It had been communicated to me by a leter dated
May 3, 1986 from Carcinal Casaroll, Secretary of State of His Holiness.

‘The crowd present received the news with prolonged applause, a sign of oy and great
gratiude toward the Holy Father, who had deignod to approve the new Statutes. He had
already reforred to them in the address which he delivered on Octobr 1, 1983 1o twenty.
thousand Prayer Group pilgrims gathered fom all over the world

“The new Statutes confim the basic principles and aims, which Padre Pio had given to his
Groups from the beginning of their esiablishment.

The Prayer Groups have to istinguish themseives for their idsly 1o the Church, t the Pope,
and to the Bishops. They must am at an integral Christian formaton through prayer and
‘generous charity towards the sufferng, according to what Padre Pio indicated.

“The siructure of the Prayer Groups is i full harmony with the Church's hierarchicalsiructure. It
s absolutely necessary that each Group have a Priost Spiriual Director, appointed by the
Bishop and the guarantor of the Group's spirtual formation and adherence (0 the doctrine and
diroctves of the Magisterium of the Church.

‘Appaintment of the Group Leader i reserved to the Bishop, afier e members vote n the
presence of a Piest appointed by the Bishop. This ensures fidelty o the Hierarchy. To the
Bishop s likewise reserved the appointment of the Priest o be the Diocesan Co-ordinator of
the Groups, whereas the appointment o the Regional or National Co-ordinator falls within the.
‘competence of the Regioral or National Episcopal Conference.

“The Certicate of affation wih the Intematonal Cenre, which has ts headquarters in Padre.
Pi's Foundation, the Home for the Reliefof Suffeing, i the vsibl lnk of the Group's union
with the Centre instuted by Padre Pio. All Groups will periodically send reports o the Centre.
of their activites, 50 that the General Headguarters may be able to draw up an annual report of
Such actites, 10 be sent {0 the Cardinal Socretary of State.

“This specallink with the Holy See and with the Holy Father i a very high honour for the Prayer
‘Groups. It should also constitute a constant commitment on the partof he Genral
Headauarters, with the General Council, and all Prayer Group spread hroughout the word, o
co-operate fully with the Holy Father's directives.

Itis our great hope that promulgation of the new Statutes will b a fresh stimulus (o Padre Pio's
Prayer Groups to advance in the Chiistian formation of their members, through prayer, together
with an active participation in the Church'slfurgical e, and with active charity t0 thoso who
Suffer according fo what Padre Pio has taugh us.

All members of the Padre Pio Prayer Groups will accept the new Statutes with enthusiasm and
Joy; they wil reflect on the principles inspirng them and the aims indicated by the Padre; their
acivities and iniatives wil conform {0 the now Rules, and they wil remember that, when
acing i full adherence o the directives of the Pontfical Magisterum, they wil be better able o
‘achieve their own Chiistan formation through liurgical and community prayer out oflove for
the Lord and the suflering brathren.

- Monsignor Riccardo Ruotolo™

* Bishop Riczardo Ruotolo was Director Generalof the Padre Pio Praer Groups when the
‘Statutes wero approve. Since then, Archbishop Domenico Umberto D/Ambrosio was
‘appointed Archbishop of Maniredonia-Viesta-San Giovanni Rotondo and Delegate of he Holy
‘Soe for the Shrine and Works of St. Pio of Pletreicna,
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FOREWARD

The Prayer Groups are a responss, to the spiritual needs of our times, as perceived by
Padro Plo of Pletrelcina.

‘So much emphasisis placed on geting things done that we forget the soul behind the action -
the prayer that s supposed to animate the soul. Padre Pio saw cleary and understood that all
‘acions begin i the heartof the person. The heart understands and perceives more clearly
when the person isin harmony with God, himihersef, and others. The Prayer Groups are a
response to.a world n need of *torm troopers” who storm heaven with prayer and march
through Ife candidly viewing and changing ones, confronting the seductions of a confused
Society, and boldy batling the nfluence of the evil one, wih the weapons of Gospel Love and
‘Chiisian Charty, nourished and sirengthened through prayer and saciice.

Their purpose is to promote the spreading of the teaching of Christ, who repeatedly
Insisted on the necessity of Prayer.

Prayer s the instrument that makes our acions meaningful and eflecive. Prayer s he
Wweapon that strengthens us in the batle agains: evi, by keeping us n harmony with God's wil
‘and graces. Trus prayer, notjust a multplicaton of words or a mindless repetion of actons,
corroborates aith, enkindies hope and concretizes our love for God and abilty o witness over
‘and above the natural and spirtual hurdies that may come our way. Prayer allows us o peer
beyond the barriers that sometimes block the view t the ultimats success o our endeavors,
spirual or othenwise.

They are a responsa in obedience to repeated invitations to prayer issued by the
‘Suprome Pontiffs and the Hiorarchy, in accordance the tradition so admirably exprossed
by the Ecumenical Councils, ospacially by the Second Vatican Council.

Ithas always been the tsaching of the Church, in accord with Josus' words in Scripture, that we
are all called to be pray-ers, regardloss of our vocaton i lfe. While public prayer
sreguiatedby the Church, pivate prayer is as unique and diverse as the peopie who pray. The
Prayer Groups are individuals who accept to be an expression of the Church at prayer, with al
that follows. Thus, a formatfor the Prayer Groups 1o follow at thair monthiy gatherings and
‘when they gather as a united body, makes the power of prayer more visibe to others as an
‘example and encouragement.

Tho Groups propose to follow the general principles of the Franciscan spiritualty of
Padro Plo - which includes:

‘Every form of prayer that s proposed by some one or group, expresses a charism (g of the
‘Spirt)that animated the Ife of that person or group. By accepting to folow a specifc charism
e are saying that the expression responds {0 my own personal desires and needs in prayer
51 seek to emulate, honor and venerate the person in whose name | follow that given style of
prayer. This does not eliminate other expressions, but it does expect that when following that
given expression, we adhere {0 the form offered to create a greatar spi of uniy. As a
‘Capuchin, Padre Pio's prayer was more contemplative and in harmony it the basic:
‘expressions of our Roman Catholic radiion, i o. Eucharist, Rosary, Meditation and acts of
charit, in a spitt of minority and detachment.
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the Popos and Bishops.

We cannot expect to be rue Spirtual Chidren of Padre Pio f we object o directives of even
suggestions that come from the Church, whether universal (Rome) o local (Bishop, Pastors,
‘Spirual Directors),

Obodienco to the Popos and Bishops whoso roprosentative, in each Group, Is the.
‘Spiritual Diroctor. This roprosontative is a priest nominated by the Bishop.

“The approval the Bishop gives for the Prayer Groups and Spirtual Directo already expects the.
Group 0 act in accord with the representative ofthe Church. Itis in turn expocted that the.
representaiive of the Church, the Spirital Director, accept this ministry as a personal
‘commitment to guide the aiy nto a greator awareness of the spirual jourey and
‘understanding of our Catholic Chiistian values.

Prayor with tho Church, through the Church and in tho Church. By this is meant an
active partiipation In the liturgical and sacramental Iife of the Church as an ossential
‘means of ntimate union with God.

“The Eucharistis emphasized over and over again. The Eucharist must be the cental prayer of
the Group. Active partcpation should be the ule and not the exception. When we enter the
Mystery of Eucharst, fuffling th roles that aity and refigious are called o full, the mystery
we celabrata is enfleshed in our ives and we become a iving Eucharst to one another. Is not
this why so many were atiracied to Padre Pio? They saw Christ come alive, notjust i Padre
Pios wounds, but in his demeanor, i al is actions. He ived the One Whom he offered. We.
are called 1o that as best we can wih the help of God.The liurgy and sacraments are our way
o enter a more intimate relationship with God in the Church with one another for he whole
wortd,

Awillingness to share in the sufferings of Christ, as an effective means of reparation,
according to the teaching of St. Paul.

An effective winoss 1o others is o practice what you preach. Pain s not something we seek or
are happy to experience. But, when we accept with patience and resignation whatever cross
e are asked to carry, for whateverreason, we manifst the sirength of grace through prayer
that transforms any moment o a grace-fled event. Wo become a sign of hope and
‘encouragementto others; often we are put down but trustingly await God (0 us up. Padre
Pio,even i his periods of darkness, was ahways a liht o others, because of i fove and trust
in God.

Generosity and seif-sacrifice in undertaking works of charity, especially for the sufforing
‘and neody, as a practical domonstration of tho member’s love of God.

Prayer that makes us foel good, but s not concretized i our iteraction with others eventualy
stagnates. We must open our hearis o the othor in hiser need. Prayer,of s nature,leads fo
acive love (concem and action) for my sister or brother, and this love, then, nourishes my.
prayer. Thisis a viruous cicl that s an essential of the Christan Ife
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Art.1 - THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF PRAYER GROUPS s guided by the
norms set out in theso Statutes. The contral administrative officos ar housed In the
“Home for the Rolief of Sufforing” (Work of Padro Plo of Piotroicina) In San Giovanni
Rotondo, Foggia, Italy.

“The offcal tite, the Statutes that guide and reguiate the acviies of the members, and the
designated administrative center ive integry, credibity and stabilty i the Church to the
Associaton.

This Intornational Association of the Prayor Groups Is subjoct to the Holy See.

THIS FACT IS AN ESSENTIAL ELEMENT IN THE ESTABLISHMENT AND FUNCTIONING OF
THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF THE PADRE PIO PRAYER GROUPS. WE MUST
'REMEMBER THAT THE ASSOCIATION IS DIRECTLY UNDER THE HOLY SEE (AND THUS.
THE HOLY FATHER).

“THE HOLY FATHER'S REPRESENTATIVE (MONS. DOMENICO D'AMBROSIO) SPEAKS IN
THE NAME OF THE CHURCH AND OUR HOLY FATHER.

FAITHFUL CHILDREN OF PADRE PIO, HIMSELF A FAITHFUL SON OF ST. FRANCIS OF

ASSIS| WHO WANTED HIS FRIARS ALWAYS OBEDIENT TO THE GOSPEL AND THE HOLY.
FATHER, ACCEPT AND FOLLOW WHATEVER THE CHURCH PROPOSES.

55 USA
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THE PRAYER GROUPS

Art. 2 Tho Prayor Groups are composed of membors of the fathful, who try to rospond.
to Christ's Inviation to pray, as rolteratod by various Pontifs.

Gould you not pray one hour with ma? Watch and pray that you not bo putfo the

tost Adherents 1o our Association are Roman Catholics who have heard thisquestion Jesus
posed to His Aposles in the Garden of Gethsemane. Fist, we accept the request fo spend
time in prayer with the Savior (.o. before the Blessed Sacramen, anything otherwise should be.
 sporadic exception and not the rule). Secondly, we fespond to the desire of the Holy Fater
for chidren of the Church to dedicate themseives to a deaper spirt ofprayer and reflection,
unied in prayer.

They ar to bo eroctod in a Church, or oratory or a place approved by the local Ordinary.

“The Prayer Groups are expocted to have as thei gathering ste a place of prayer where the
Blessed Sacrament s reserved. This is always done vith the director indirect knowledge and
‘approval of the local Ordinary. The knowledgo of the Ordinary is impiied by the approval of the
Group by the local Ordinary to establsh fselfin a given place and by the approval of the prist.
‘Spiritual Director to direct the Group (The Pastor or Rector of the Church or Chapel o be used
‘must give permission or the uso of the space, especlly i the Spirual Director of the Group s
neither the Pastor nor Rector. Thisis not a superfluous comment. There have been cortain
instances where devotional stand-offs” took place - no Masses involved — where some sought
o assert their right o be in their Parish Church. Total cooperation with Church authority and
‘compliance with thei direcives is a “sine qua non’, an essential, for each group)

They assemble at rogular intorvals undor the guidance of a Spiritual Director o pray and
to draw others to pray in communion with tho Hiorarchy and in accordance with the
‘spiritualty of Padro Pio of Piotreicina.

‘Consistency favors patter, and patiers favor habits, and habits llow things fo continue with
aroguiarty, and regulariy helps those who follow this pattern o lt whatever i is they are doing
1o become, as ftwere, second nature to then. We are working to make adoration, prayer and
reflection a good habit that stays with us always. We do this with one who, propared in the.
ways of the Spirual Lifecan be a credible guide and indicator i our spirtual journey. Tris.
journey is abways i harmony with the Church Magisterium, and never fo be doveloped
‘according to: partcular pious individual's o religious groups personal devolional desires or
whims. We are asked to follow the simple yet profound directives of Padre Pio.
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part of thei spiritual formation.

Ignorance s dangerous, especially when we have the tools necessary t inform and form us o
better levels of knowledge. The Prayer Groups were formed as powsrhouses of prayer and
faith. As ncividuals gather in the Prayer Groups there is a need fo continue [0 grow n the.
knowledge and practice of the faith. Knowledge comes through reflecton and instructon. This
element should never be eliminated fom the monthly gathering. Nor should the monthly
gathering be reduced 1o just  business meeting. The Spirtual Director s there o direct the
points discussed, o clarity confused issues and comments, and to insure that Catolc
teachings and belifs are upheld, understood and followed. (This was a mus: with Padre Pio
Without faihiuiness to the Magisterium of e Church, one canno be a Spirtual Chid of Padre
Pio:and true Prayer Group member) Formatin in the faih is an integral part o our Prayer
Group charism.

They shall s tako the iniiative in promoting and assisting the work of evangelization
‘and play their full part in the various pastoral activiies of the local Church.

Prayer that remains a personal good feeling, but doss not affect the Ives of others, is ike the
Iukewarmness of e Church of Laodicea found i the Book of Revelation. This type of person
5 happy 1o feel good about is/her own prayers, but has no desire o is unwiling 1o be aware
that prayer active and bo an effective presence (o others. We are called 0 pray 5o that our
Ives can be srengthened inall we do. Then we are expecied t bring what we have
‘experienced and leamed {0 touch the fives of others. Once we do that, we bring our actions
back to prayer. This viruous cicie not only strengthens our prayer Ife, but it aiso bulds up our
spii

Art. 3- Laity, as wollas priosts and roligious, can bo mombers of the Prayer Groups.
Their names aro to be inscribod in a sutable Registor by the Spiritual Director.

There are no distinctions as to membership n the Prayer Groups, excep forthatof being
Roman Catholic. Since faiifulness to e Holy Father and his teaching is a recuisie, i ollows
that all members must be Roman Catholic. [My own personal opinion on his matter s that
anyone can be invied to pray wih us and leam more about the Catholc faith that the Prayer
‘Groups discuss every month, but ful partcipaton requires the abily t receive the
‘Sacraments, something that only Roman Catholics can do. However, we should also
remember that f anyone is genuinely curious and atracted to the Group activiies of prayer and
Sharing, that could be the Spifts way of leading the to a greater understanding of he
Catholic expression of Christianity and to an acoeptance of the fait].
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Art. 4 Tho Intornational Association of the Prayor Groups is undor tho control of the
Diroctor General. Ho is the Prosidont for the timo boing (pro tempore) of the Foundation
“Home for tho Rolief of Sufforing” (Work of Padro Pio of Piotroicina). Ho is nominated by
the Cardinal Socrotary of State, according to the statutes of the Foundation and has tho
rights and dutios as specified in thoss statutes.

Wherever two people are gathere, you often have three opinions or more. Every organization
requires leadership and some point of direction and reference. Our Headquarters s the Casa
Sollevo delia Sofferenza (House for the Reliefof Suffering) founded and encouraged by our
‘own Founder, Padre Po. He himself enirusted the work o the Holy See, thus allthat
‘emanates from the Casa Solievo, i.e. he Prayer Groups, are directy under the Holy See and
‘whomever the Holy Father, tough His Socretary of Stae, appoints as His Delegato wih ful
authorty. Other clorcs appointed by the General Diector, approved by the local Conference of
‘Bishops andior the local Ordinary aro priest coordinators of the actvies of the groups. [The
‘mattr of coordinators will be doalt with at s proper place later in the Statutes]. The General
Director s diectly responsible o the Holy Soe and has the ulimate word i al things that
perain o the Prayer Groupsaround the worl. We should all be respectful and atientive o the
diroctives that our General Director offers us n the name of the Church.

Whenever the President for the time being (pro tempore) of the Foundation is not a
priost, then the Office of Diroctor of the Prayor Groups will b confided to a priest,
‘nominated by the Cardinal Secrotary of State.

In the absence of a President (because of re-assignment, deatn, i healh, otc.) the Holy See.
‘may appointa lay person tothis office for a ime. This is an excoption and oly temporary.
The Holy See willconfide the Offce of General Director to a priest o that continuiy as.
‘xpressed by Padre Pio and the Church Universal can be followed unii a definte appoiniment
s mace.

Art. 5 Thero s a Director Genoral's Council. This is composed of the Director General
‘and one or two Assistant Directors General, together with the Secrotary General. The
Diroctor General Is free to nominate the Socrotary General and dosignates the Assistant
Diroctor General, having sought advice from the membors of the General Council.

The Council s a consuliative body that assists in the operation of the Association. Whil the.
‘General Director acs on the authoriy of his offce he listens to the suggestons and counsels of
the members of the General Councl, who inform him of the progress, aciivies, needs, etc. of
the Prayer Groups around the world

Included among the members of the General Council by right, i the Father Guardian,
for the time being (pro tempore), of the Monastery of the Capuchin Friars "Our Lady of
Grace” of San Glovanni Rotondo.

The Guardian (torm used by the Franciscan Order to designate the superior of afocal friay) of
the friary where Pacre Pio ved and died is aways a member of the General Council. This
‘ensures a Capuchin presence and a respoctul rmembrance of Padre Pio.
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from among the members of the more numorous groups from the various nations, and
Continents.

Appaintments to the General Council, made in view of the number of Groups i a given ation,
afford the General Director with a clearer picure of what the accomplshments and needs are
ofthe Groups n that nation. The Councilrs advise the General Diector and work together in
reviewing the progress of the Prayer Groups throughout the workd and in planning ways to
make the Prayer Groups more effecive among themselves and in the natons where they exist

Like tho Assistant Diroctors they romain in office for five years and may be re-appointod
for a further five.

Thisis @ bureaucratic norm that insures continuty and stabilty. The appoiniments are aways
‘made by the General Director

“The vote of the General Council is only consultative. It ought, however, be requested by
the Director General when Important work or initatives are to be undertaken by the
Prayor Groups.

‘Gouncilors do not make policy but they do inform, advise and assist the General Director and.
‘Counci by presenting, explaining and helping hm to see and understand situations from
difiorent perspoctives sothat a better view can be had of Prayer Groups woridwide. Thus any
Gecisions made willinciude all members, workdwide, and not be focused on a specifc area
alone.

The General CouncilIs to moet once a year, and whenever the Director General
‘supervises the normal functioning of the Prayer Groups.

‘Annual meetings of the General Councilcreate a sense of unity and fraternty among the
various national co-ordinators. Howover, at any timo the General Difector can contact any one
or more ofthe coordinators around the worid o reques: informaton, cariy questions that may
have arisen, o otherwise keep himself informed and preared to fulfl his ministy as Papal
Delegate and GeneralDirector of the Prayer Groups.

Ho will take particular caro, to s0e that all adhere strictly to the teachings and diroctives
of the Church, admonishing those who manifest attitudes that are opposed to ecclosial
communion.

“The expression ecclosial communion s ancther way of saying united and obodient 0 the
toachings of the Church. Thero arises at fimes among welkntentioned fathful a neod to
‘xpress themselves over and above what the Church expects from us i response o the
‘Gospel imperative to go and make disciples of al nations. The General Director s concerned
ot jus that we be totally Catholic, obedient o the Charch and Her Magisterium (the Pope and
the Bishops in communion with Him), but that our fufilment o the direciives for the Prayer
Groups be faihul o the norms laid out n the Statutes, 50 that we do not have structures.
‘added or created as new devotions that might render the prayerful and mediative moments of
the Prayer Groups a burden rather than an uplfing prayerful experience that alows the time.
necessary for personal prayer and reflecton.
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disbanding of any Group that fals n its duty of ecclosial communion.

I harmony with Padre Pio' express wishes, any Prayer Group that sesks o set ol above.
the wishes or directives of the ocal ordinary can and should be disbanded. Such an actls.
reserved o the General Directo in San Giovanni Rotondo. Obviously, such an act would not
take place without due process of information, dalogue, time for reflecton, warnings and the.
like. The disbanding s not an arbirary impositon, uniess the Group iself has disbanded and
o longer s actve. In such a case, a statement 1o the fact should suffce to nform the General
Director that a specifc Prayer Group o onger exists and should be deleted from the active
fles.

The Director General, in 5o far as Is necessary, can confor particular regional and
national offices. In the conferring of those offices, and In ther eventual revocation, ho
shall act in accord with the Competent Ecclesiastical Authoritios.

Any estabiishment of national or regional offices is the competency of the General Diector with
the approval o the Conference of Catholic Bishops of a naton of the local ordinary
respocively.

The duration of these appointmensis to be indicated i the lettr of nominaton.

All appointments are subject o the supreme authoriy of the Church who i the fast word i all
that pertains (0 the Padre Pio Prayer Groups. The General Director i the Delegate of the Holy
Soe for all the Works and Shrine of Padre Pi.

Atthe end of each year, the Diroctor General shall present o the Holy Soe a report of the.
Association's activities, togother with commonts and suggostions that may soom
opportune.

The General Director nforms the Holy See on the progress andior diffculies of the Prayer
Groups. He offers comments and suggestons. These are the s of information he receives.
either personally through his own experience and contacts, o through information he receives:
from his collaborators throughout the worid





[image: image21.png]Article 6,7 and 8
CERTIFIGATE OF GROUP AFFILIATION

Art. 6 - The Director General ssues a cortificate of affiation to the International
‘Association of Prayer Groups to individual Prayor Groups.

‘Some have commented that Padre Pio wanted a simple organization of Catholcs dosious of
praying together in his name, and nothing more. Why do we have to be "so organized?” From
a spirtual iewpoin, wo must always remember that Pade Pio wanted everything done with
the Churchs direction and approval; nothing was (0 be enacted without offcial Church approval
‘and direction. There is tuth {0 the statement: whoro (wo people gather thero aro atleast throe.
‘opinions. So many characters, opinions, approaches, efc. requie some diroction that keeps.
veryone within a context that makes the Prayer Groups recognizable wherever one goes. The.
Certficate is a formal siatement from the on who has the responsibly of directing al the-
roups in the name of the Holy See, that the group who possesses the certifcate has fulfled
all requirements or s establishment and wil ollow the Statutes and Guidalines fathfuly.

Ho must be satisod that the Group has a suffciont number of mombers and is capablo
of functioning as a Prayer Group, with the approva of the Competent Diocesan
Ordinary.

“The local bishop's approval (which may be a simple signature at the botiom of the Registration
Form to be sent 1o the Casa Sollovo dela Sferenza) i essonta. This assures the General
Dirctor, himself appointed by the Holy See, that the local Church has no objectons o this
partcular Prayer Group. The Prayer Group, in turn, prosens is petiion 1o the local Bishop for
‘approval,only afer there are a sufficient number of people able o form a group. The exact
number wil vary according to the group and circumstances.

"Prayor Groups should make it their concern to maintain and fostr rolations with the
Genoral Diroction through regular roports of the Group's activities. Thso ties should bo
turther strongthened during visits and pilgrimagos to San Giovanni Rotondo.

Any organization is happy {0 be kept nforme of the progress ofts members. As an
interatonal organization, the Padre Pio Prayer Groups are a spirtual treasury of wonderful
aciviies around the world. By informing the General Directo of these activites, The General
Diroctor s able to assass the progress of the Groups and where some assistance might be
required. Wnen information is accumulated in one place this facltates communicating the
aciivities ofthe Intemational Associaton to the Groups around the word. Thus, offering
incontives and ideas for thers as they seek to keap thei spirt fresh and enthusiastic. This
nformation may be a source of suggestions and ideas that others may uilize o attempt the
same or simiar actvies i there own areas. Information concaring the activies of the.
‘Groups woridwide can also be a source of spitual animation for the Groups, oncouraging
them n thei idoity to the charism of the Association dedicated (o God n the name of Pare.
Pio whose spirt has touched the hearts of thousands around the globe.




[image: image22.png]‘San Glovanni Rotondo s our ‘point of reference’. The Father and Founder of our Association
Spent the major par of his fe inthis town (now bcome a ciy). The town iself speaks of his
Spir; here his body is entombed; here his works are 5o obviously sl effecively prosont hers
His spirtis celebrated with sructures that make Padre Pio come aliv in the hearts of all who
Visit, Thosa who are able o visit San Giovann Rotondo relive the spir:of our Fathar and
Founder. The experience wil hopefully animate one's spit o ives more firmly the
‘commitment to prayer and service that Pacre Pio envisioned for his Spirtual Children. The
‘many who are unable o visit San Glovanni make spiial ilgrimages to San Giovanni when
they reflecton the lfe and words of Padre Pio and seek to make his spit come alive in thair
prayers, reflections, and actions n his name.

'RELATIONS WITH THE DIOCESAN BISHOP

Art.7 - The Prayer Groups are subjoct to the Jursdiction of the Diocesan Ordinary
‘according to the Norms of Canon Law. The members of the Prayor Groups, in comploto.
‘communion with their own Bishop, willfollow tho pastoral diroctivas both at diocesan
‘and nationa lovel.

‘Canon Law i the code of aw of the Church that directs the fe and activiies of the faithful
around the world. Above, we mentioned the need for some concrete directin for the sake of
order. Here, we are rominded that the last word i any spirual matter of a local church s the
Bishop of the diocese in which the Prayer Group already exists or s seeking (0 estabiih solf.
“This approval is essential. Without the approval of the local bishop, Padre Pio emphatically
stated that he group s not o existas such, and that the peopie who wishad 1o form the group.
‘migh pray on their own unil such ime that the group would be permited (0 bo established.
Persistence i requesting permission, when it has been delayed or maybe refused for a time, s
permited. However,nothing is o be done that could be considered bellgerence towards or
criism of the ocal ordinary. Padre Pio, failhiul son of Saint Francis of Assisi, whose words (0
his fiars was a reminder ofttal obedience {0 the Church hierarchy, would have it no ofher
way. Thi directive also periains to the National Conference of Catholic Bishops of a nation f
this body, for some reason, should formulate directives concerning associations of the fathul
in general or Padre Pio Prayer Groups in partcular.

They will accopt, in complete fidolity, the Instructions of the Gonoral Direction, as an
‘ossontial means of proserving unity.

“The night before he died, Jesus prayed forthe gift of unity among althose who would folow
him. Uniy in civersity s a wonderful g that ofte recuires a great deal of prayer, sacrifce and
Chiisian charity. The General Directon of the Prayer Groups s our point ofroforence in
‘understanding the spirt of our founder, the Prayer Groups and the mind ofthe Church Who is
the supreme director of all associations such as ours. Separating from the General Direction is
the same as separating rom the Churchis directives for organizations such as ours. We.
‘cannot be true Spirtual Chidren of Padre Pio separated from the Hoad and His

representaive. It s realy as simplo as that.
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Art. 8- Tho Group Loader, tho Spiritual Director, the Assistant Loader and the Secrotary.
aro rosponsiblo for tho administration of each Group.

Just as Jesus signaled out one to lead His Church indicating his own conversion as a sign of
strongth o encourage ofhers, so each individual Prayer Group needs a leadarship that s
faithfl o the spirt and demands made upon its membership. The leader of the group insures
that everything proceeds faithully o the Siatutes and directives of the Associaton of the Padre
Pio Prayer Groups, and the spiriof Padre Pio as understood from his wrings and the
diroctves of the Church through her hierarchy.

They rogulate and organize works and initiatives to bo undertaken by the Group.

To regutate and o organize are terms that are often misunderstood and thus exercised ina
confusing manner. To reguiats signifies a fathfuiness {0 the raguia or ule, i other words o
the basic requirements and direcives of a group. To organize signifies a certain faihuiness o
the systom that underiies the functioning of a cortain matter. New devolions and added offces.
should not be implemented uriess they trly enhance the orginal artcles found in the

‘Statutes. This does not mean that creativty is not encouraged, but t does mean that n our
various expressions, we are expected {0 be fathul 0 the genoral expression of he Prayer
Groups 5o that there is no confusion concerning our identiy and so that we do not implement
evotons that incorporate other associations or groups, thus otally distorting the original
purpose and desire of our founder.

When circumstances indicate a need, the Group can organize and undortake projects for
childron and young peoplo, ofc.

The youth of today are the future that wil mold the world. The example we set and the values.
we profess are the inhertance we offer 2s a legacy for those after us to appreciate and five out
i thei ves. Our Prayer Groups form an associaton of people who seek 1 sirengthen and
better their relationship with God through prayer and unity. Whil adufts usually form the
‘membership of the Prayer Groups, we shouid not hesiate o offer opporunites 1o our youth o
‘appreciate what we have found in the spit of Pacre Pio. His Ife of witness in the Eucharist,
ove for Mary and the Church, and love for the young should encourage us o promote the
Prayer Groups among our youth. Adaping the requisies and having a qualiod spirual
diroctorfor the reflective moments of thei gatherings, wll begin a process of spiitual and
‘moral development that will enable ther o grow into the mature Catholic Chritian adults the
‘Church desires and the worid so desperataly noeds. If members of the Prayer Group foel a
propensity forthis miisty, ot them speak wih the Spirial Director 1o evaluate the feasibilty
of implementing a youth section of the Prayer Group or even a Youth Prayer Group al s own.
(Please inform the Interational Offce and the National Offce If s s a dofinte development
occuring n your Prayer Group.)
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THE GROUP LEADER

Art. .- Each Prayor Group is presided over by a Group Leader, who is olected by an
‘absolute majority of the members, in a plenary meating, i the prosence of a priest
dologated by the Bishop. If no ono obtains an absoluto majority in the fist ballot, the
person who obtains even a relative majority in the second ballot is deemed to bo
lawtuly olocted. This eloction must bo confirmed by the Bishop and the Diroctor
General. The Group Leader s elected for a period of five years, but can be re-slected for
‘a maximum of threo periods of five years.

“The direciive here speaks clearly enough as o the mechanics of the electon of the Group
Leader. This i, as other artcies are, practical lements for a smooth functoning at he
individual, national and intarnational evels of our Associaton. One element that s necessary,
beyond the approvalof the Bishop and presence of the Spiiual Director at the election of the.
leaders, i the election issi. Afer the inital Leadership Counci has boen estabshed and
‘approved, al subsequen Leaders must be elected, not appointed, unless the appoiniment, for
Some specifcreason, has been permitted by the Director General or the local Ordinary. We
have 0 avoid creating “dynastes’ of power. A true leader does not make people follow him or
her only, but encourages leadership in others by allowing thern to see their own capabiles.
and desire to serve. True leaders, those who seak to serves the good of others, are willng o
et go when the time arrives and others are elected, but s ever wiling 1o offr assistance In any.
way needsd to the new leadership in suggestons, ideas, etc. based on past experience.

“The Association soeks o create a sense of spirtual brother and sisterhood, n the spirt of
Padre Pio. Aterm limits estabiished fo the Group Leader and others 5o that no one becomes.
Soimbedded in their office that o ono else can have the possibilty of serving and making use
of their own God-given talents. We've probably heard the saying that the only person who likes
2 change is a wet baby. Change is difficult or those who have successfullyIod the Group.
andlor who were possibly the inators o the Group. We are reminded in Scripture thattrue
groatness fies in doing God's Willand not necessarly always being in the forafont of
overything. Change at the proper fime of eadership personnal can be a wonderful means to
bring fresh ideas and enthusiasm 1o a Group, whle at the same tm offering others to share
the gits of the Spiri they have received.
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Art. 10 The Group Loador is assistod by one or two Assistant Group Leadors, ofoctod
by an absolute majority in a plenary mesting of the members. If an absolute majority of
votes is not obtainod in the first ballot, a rlative majority will suffico. Thoy romain in
offce for five years and can be re-olactod for a furthor five yoars.

“The same reasoning for the Group Leader applies here as well. Assisianis are necossary both
for the continuity of responsibiies should the Offce of the Group Leader be made vacant for
‘Whatever reason, or the Leader be incapaciiated. Time limis are the same and reconfiming
the posiion by vote folows as fo the Group Leader.

1, for any reason, tho post of Group Leader bocomes vacant, in the courso of a five-year
poriod, the senior (older) Assistant Group Loader assumas the diruction of tho Group. It
Is the duty of the Assistant Group Loader to arrange a meeting of the Group members
Within thirty (30) days, in order to eloct a Group Leader in accordance with the Norm of
A,

Even here the offe i taken over for a brief period fo the sake of order. An election must be
had by allthe membership so that the person directing the Group b the chosen of the majorky.
and ot the selection of  fow.

THE SECRETARY

Art. 11 Tho Group Leader nominatos a Secrotary who romains in office for five yoars:
‘and can be re-appointed. The Secrotary shall keop a rogistor of the members of the.
Group, and a record o the docisions of the Direction of each Group. The Secrotary will
‘assist tho Group Leador n all matters roquirod for the propor functioning of the Group
isel.

The Secretary i not an administrative positon. For this reason, the Secretary is appointed by
the Group Leader and not voted in by the Group. The Secretary serves as one who records al
aciviies ofthe group and keeps the Council and membership informed. When questions
arise, the Secretary should be requested to ciariy matters by presenting the dellberatons and
decisions of the Councl and membership.
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Art. 12 Each Prayer Group has a Spiritual Director who is a priost nominatod by tho
"Diocesan Ordinary. His special task Is the roligious Instruction and formation of the
membors. To this ond, ho will rganizo Retreats, or coursss of spiritual exorcisoes and
iniiate other ways he may deem useful and sutable.

“This is @ very important arice regarding one who has an essental rle i the Prayer Groups.
Most often Spirual Dieciors of Groups soe themseives and are seon by ofhers as “the priest
Who sits with us", or “he priest who says our Mass” or some such statemen. Pacre Pio
envisioned the Spiritual Director as precisely that, a “spirual Director, ., one who s quaified
because of his office o assist ohers in thel spiiual jourey. He is one who should be
prepared to speak individually with the members in helping them to understand thei particular
place in ther ourney to God and assistthem o grow in the Spirt of God and the spit of the
Associaton whose fundamental charism is the Capuchin Franciscan way of ving the Gospel
Values within the Roman Catholic Church, obedient o the Holy Father and the bishops in union
with him. This last part cannot be siressed enough. Anyone who presents and promotes
sstues contrary to the teachings of e Gospe, the Church andior the Holy Father cannot be.
‘Spiritual Director, nor can that person of the Association consider himihersel a true member of
the Association and Spirtual Child of Padre Pio.

The spitualjournay of the Group requires tha they plan for special experiences of prayer,
‘above and beyond the usual monthly meeting. Retreats strengthen the soul and offe periods
of more intense prayer and reflecton to grow i the Lord. Other social acivies as well can
‘ven bo planned to create a greater senss of brother- sisterhood among the members. All
these spirtual and social activiios give witness (o athers of the power of God's spirt and grace
working within us.

The Spiritual Diroctor, ordinarily, prosides over lturgical celobrations and sacrod
functions organized by the Group, in agresmont with the Parish Priost or the Rector of
the church.

‘Bocause of is specialposiion in and with the Group, The Spiritual Director s expocted 1o offer
the Eucharist with the Group and insiuct them on Gospel values and any area that periains to
our Faith,

‘The Spirtual Director must be a prest. (There are excepions permitied for a given time andlor
for specifcreasons but these should not exiend over a lengthy period of tme.) The Spiriual
Director s not a prest who just happens (0 be prosent once a month with the Group, or who
‘casually finds others to take his place - athough sometime this may be necessary because of
previous commitments or unexpected demands made upon him - {0 preside at monihly
Eucharist and meeting.

Whils the Lay Leader and Council keep the schedules and activties flowing properly and
‘according 1o the regulations of the associaton, the Spirual Diector is responsible or the
Spirtual growth of the Group. Each one must take care of his/her own soul and s progress in
grace to God. But the Sprtual Director is the priest who has been appointed to be the guide
for the Group. The Spirual Director hopefully accepis this persoral esponsibiy with a sens
of grateful awe that God willwork through him for thers and humbly prayer that God may
always enlighten hm through the Holy Spi to ufll God's plans for those who come o him for
direction.
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of one who has the spirtual growth of each single member of the Group at heart. Besides
prosiding at the Eucharist, offering prayers at the monthly meatings, and being present and
possibly sharing some spirual nsights once a month with the Group, the Spiiual Director s
‘expected to accompany sach member on their spitual journey.

‘Spiritual Directon is not a “therapy session". If someone needs psychological assistance they.
Should be directed 1o professional n thafeld. Nor should the Spirual Direcor ry 0 Solve
very problem’ or “have allthe answers" o dificulies. But,the Spiiual Director shouid be
avallable at reasonable periods for each member of e Group tolisten to them (should they
request is particular assistance) and ofer his prayers and objective spiiual guidance ©o
‘assistthem in progressing i thei spirtual journey.

When Padre Pio spoke of his Spirual Chidren, he spoke of those whom he had taken under
his irect guidance. They visited and wrote him requently. Many of is responses writen
‘Gown in leters or remembered by his Spiriual Children, show the dopth and simplicity of the
man of God. Spiiual Directors should be open o do the same.

Ifthe prayer ife of the Spirtual Director is centared on God and his vocaton, he can be certain
that is diection will be simple, siraightiorward and contered on the issue. There is 50 much
that can be said on this point. Hopeflly, | wil be able o share some thoughts with llof you
on the place of the Spirual Director in each Group, (Arch) Diocess, Region, and Nation ata
later point. For the purpose of these present Reflactions (Statutos 1986) | willsiop hore on
tis issue.

However, pleass kesp in mind that the nee forspitual growth i each one's ffe and the
essential prosence and participation of  priest Spitual Director n every Group s not ust the.
‘mind ofthe Intemational Leadership, but the mind of Padre Pio himselt.

We priests should consider it an awesome responsibilty and honor to be asked to spirually
uide the Groups and assist i their growih i the Spi. It could be seen as God's way,
through Padre Pio, i keeping us fathful 1o the persona Christi wo were ordained (o be, and
also as a way to kesp our hearts ocused on values that are etemal, whils we journey and
minister in @ world filed with 5o many seductive alurements and ilusions.
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CO-ORDINATION OF THE PRAYER GROUPS

Art. 13~ Whoro thoro are a numbor of Prayer Groups In a Diocess, the Bishop can
‘appoint a Priest to co-ordinate the actvitios of the various Groups. In this way the
Groups in cach diocese form part of the pastoral plan, so as to sorve the needs of the
Apostolate, under the diroction and guidance of the Bishop.

‘Soveral (Arch) Dioceses) have more than one or two Prayer Groups established in thelr
toritory. The appointment of (Arch) Diocesan co-ordinators for the Groups in a given relgious.
tertory s st something that must be worked ovt. Batter understanding of the Groups in
‘general, how they are organized, what goals do they have, how they seek 1o achieve the,
what beneft to the local church at arge, and ofher questons must be cleary presented and
clearly ived out by the membership in a manner that shows s posiive impact n the local
church, before the optimum can bo expected.

The hope forprojeciion is that eventually the Prayer Groups willbo under the spiriual
‘guidance of the localordinary who appoints a pries fo co-ordinate the Groups trough the
priost Spiiual Directors of each Group.

Th Diocesan Co-ordinator, nominated by the Bishop, may bo assistod by a diocesan
Council composed of five or six Councillors. They aro nominatod by tho Bishop as
dosignated by the Diocesan Co-ordinator. These Councillors are chosen from among the
‘Spiritual Diroctors and Group Leaders of the Prayor Groups existing in the Diocose.

“This bursaucratc plan follows the setup of the local Prayer Groups. It ssems obvious that
‘Gounciors should be chosen fom among members of the Prayer Groups in the (Arch)
Diocese, since they are directy involved with the Association. However,the (Arch) Diocesan
‘Co-ordinator noed not be a priest who is Spirtual Director aready of on of the Prayer
Groups. The Co-ordinator can be any prist the localordinary deems fit o serve in that
posiion.

Th Diocesan Prisst Co-ordinator of the Prayor Groups shall maintain contact with the
Intornational Contro, or Goneral Diroction. He shall eceivo printed communications and.
lterature from tho Contro for all Padro Pio Prayer Groups In the Diocose.

The (Arch) Diocesan priest Co-ordinator s the liaison between the local ordinary and the
Prayer Groups and between the Prayer Groups and the General Headquarters. Itis he who
receives the information, on an intemational leve, regarding the Prayer Groups. He then will
‘communicat the information h received and assist in way possible t halp the Groups
implement whatever is suggested or reflect upon what is proposed.




[image: image29.png]‘The Diocesan Priest Co-ordinator of the Prayer Groups shall maintain contact with the
Intornational Contro, or Goneral Diroction. He shall eceivo printed communications and.
lterature from tho Contro for all Padro Pio Prayer Groups In the Diocose.

The (Arch) Diocesan priest Co-ordinator s the liaison between the local ordinary and the
Prayer Groups and between the Prayer Groups and the General Headquarters. Itis he who
receives the information, on an intemational leve, regarding the Prayer Groups. He then will
‘communicat the information h received and assist in way possible t halp the Groups
implement whatever is suggested of reflct upon what i proposed.

Tho Intornational Contro can designato a Priest Co-ordinator as national or regional co-
‘ordinator. He willthen be prosented to the National or Regional Episcopal Conforonce
for tho necossary approval.

Since (Arch) Diocesan Co-ordinators and Regional Priest Co-ordinators are not possible at
present, a National Co-ordinator was appointed by the General Director

“The National Co-ordinator seeks to acquaint himself wih the Association and the membership
throughout the nation for whom he is Co-ordinator. His posion is basicaly one of laison
between the nation and General Headquarters, and animator of the Groups on a more general
Scale. While each Group s autonomous, there are st basic guideiines (Statutes) and the spirt
of Padre Pio that must be followed.

“The National Co-ordinator is selected after having given a Resume’ of is Life (Curiculum
Vitas) o the National Conforence of Bishops (0 review and approve. Once the approval is
given, the General Diector then appints the priest as National Co-ordinator for al the Prayer
‘Groups n the nation, with specifcresponsibilies. Some being o work at srengthening and
increasing the Prayer Groups n the nation; 1o plan formation gatherings, retreals for
‘membership and Spirtual Dirctors; 0 keep regular contact with Headquarters in San Giovanni
Rotondo concerning the progress andior dificultos the Prayer Groups as a whole or singularly
‘may be encountering; to keep updated fles on all the Groups. These are ust to name a few.

“The larger the nation, the more obvious the piace of a national co-ordinator becomes, but
never to take the place of the (Arch) Diocesan and Regional Co-ordinators.

Even this officeis developing. There wil be a clearer updated job descripton of the National
‘Co-ordinator when the new Statutes are finaly promuigated.
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ACTIVITIES OF THE PRAYER GROUPS

Art. 14~ Each Group shal normally hold a monthly mooting. Tho Holy Mass will bo
‘colebratod with a suitable homily, proceded and followed by other prayors, especially
the lturgy of the hours and the Rosary.

“This atcl s the various activiies ofthe Groups. As you can note, The Eucharist, Homiy,
Rosary and even the Liturgy o the Hours are expecied as regular practices. The Mass and
Rosary are the basics that Padre Pio himslf encouraged; the Liturgy of the Hours i the prayer
of the Church, which could be used as an act of Preparaton o thanksgiving o the Eucharist
(even adapted forms for the laty are encouraged).

Rotraats, spiritual oxarcises, days of recolloction and other works of pioty as seom
‘opportune can bo arranged, in accordance with the directives of the compotont
occlosiastical authority.

‘These religius activities beyond the monthly meeting practices are a reminder that the
‘association doss not aim at sancifying one day a month. Members of the Assocition of the.
Prayer Groups soek {0 grow i the spii of prayer and thelr Catholic Chiistian fe. This cannot
e done by just joining a pous organization. The organization, through the unity of s
‘membership, is the vehicle that afords the e, place, space, and means (0 experionce other
spirtual means of growth in knowledge of ou faith, in prayer and in charitable works. All must
be don always in acoord with the directives of the local ordinary and assistanc of the Spiriual
Dirctor.

Art 15. - The following genoral intentions are recommendod o tho Prayer Groups. The
Church, the Popo, the Bishops, Ecclesiastical and Roligious Vocations, the.
‘sanctification of tho Clergy, zoal n living the Christian if, the convarsion of sinnors
‘and atheists, the sick, espocially the incurablo, the old and othor intentions which
Include the noeds of the Church and socioty at any particular time.

The Association was founded i response to the Holy Father’ requests for “storm troopers’ of
prayer during a time of World War that was Kiling miions of human beings and as a spiiual
wartare against the “sms” and ideologies that wers and sillare offensively atacking the
‘Church and the Gospel princiles we are called {0 ive and proclaim. The General Intentions
et are our way of always being one with the Church and n this worid aware of s needs.
Prayer s the fist and strongest means of entering the heart of God and persistntly and
collectvely reminding ourselves that only when we act wit, in and through God that hearis are
changed, bodies healed, and the world around us takes on a new Iook.
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‘and following tho toachings of the Apostio Paul shall ffer their sufforing, as their sharo
in the Passion of Christ, Redeemer of the world.

s Spiriual Children of Pacre Pio who bore the marks of the Crucied, we 100 are asked to
partcipate i the Passion of Chiist with s, esignation and Joy we 100, as St. Paul says, e
called to “make up i our ives what s lacking n the Passion Chrit”. Thus, down through the
centuries, the Paschal Mystery may aways continue o be re-presented in the fives of the.
Mystical Body of Chris. Jesus redsemod us once and for al. But we, as His extension in ime,
continus the mystery of that great culminating act of God's love on Calvary by our accoptance
ofthe cross n our daily ves.

The members of the Prayer Groups shall perform works of Penance and Reparation, so
that thelr prayer bo moro accoptablo o God. They shall seok to be an examplo through
accopting the sufferings and sacrifices which form part of their dally lives and by the
sincers practico of the Christian Ife.

Holiness of s nature requires that we sesk he things that pertain and lead to Gog. Penance
52 word that expresses the diffcuty or pan thatis usually caused when we have fo detach
ourselves from old ways, habits, persons, places, and things that keep us from responding
‘wholeheartdly to God's insistent and dally cal o be differen. | would rather uss the more.
Scriptural word metanoia or change of heart and mind. The hand willnotreach for what the
heart doos not desire. When our heart are set on God, our minds are fixed on Him, and our
lives will doall that it necessary to achieve that goal. Reparation folows automatcaly. When |
love someane deeply, | not only do al that | can to show that love, but | also ty to make up, as
best I can,for anything that | have done to offend the one | love.

Padre Pio encouraged his directees (Spirtual Chikdren) to pro-actively - to use a moder term
~ diroctther lives in such a way that they consciously soek (0 rapair (reparare) whatever may.
have caused the to distance themselves from God. Thus, oven materal acs of penance (n0
pain no gain) are often necessary to help us achieve this ond.

“The greatest act of penance, reparation, change of heart and mind s o detach ourselves from
the ego that seaks to dominate us, and liv in the will of God. A daily acceptance and total
resignation to God's wll in all things s the greatest means, and the simplest 0 makes siides
on the road to holiness. What i interesting s that when we accept to v this way, al the other
‘acts and practces take on a totaly new and precious meaning. We no longer see them as
“penitential burdens commanded by an offended God” and that satisfy our personal need to
Know that we aro "doing somathing for Godr, but they become our daily bouquetof ove filed
‘exprossions that keep our minds focused on things of heaven rather than the alluroments that
often can seduce a soul on s jourmey to God.
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towards the sick, the old, the marginalized.

Charity (i the commonly understood sense) s to Love as Religion s o Faith. Religion s the
outward expression of our bellefs; fthe two are in harmony there s balance, crediblty, and
tegity to our ives;if not, we are hypocrites. When we say that we Love in the God-centered
sense then, that Love must, of s nature, be materiaized in expressions that manifst our
‘awareness of the image of God that we see in our sisters and brothors loss forunate than we.
“Those chalienged in any way (physically, spitually social, elc.) are God's s onos crying
out for the Scriptural glass of water to o of the feast onos. As Spirtual Chidrn of Padre o,
e open our heart o allthe world and seek o be that healing presence of Jesus.

Art. 17~ The members of the Prayer Groups are not abliged (o contribute financially.
Whenever the Prayor Groups desiros to contributs to the expensos of organization and
to help the Foundation “Home for the Roliof of Suffering’, they aro froo to do so and can
forward thoir contributions to the Foundation. They can make colloctions for this
~purpose with tho pormission of the ruspective Diocesan Ordinariss and whoro it s
~proscribed, with tho permission of the compotent civil authorty.

“This aricle keeps us focused on the spirual character of our Association. Padre Pio founded
the Casa Sollevo della Sofferenza and asked that those who could halp in keeping the facity
‘operational and updated. The Prayer Groups around the worid have generously continued
throughout the years to support tis Home for the Relie of Suffering.

“Thisis notthe place t0 get into the history of the Casa Sollevo dola Sofferenza. We shoud,
however, remember that it was a cream Padre Pio had that has grown info a magnificent
faclty serving thousands of persons down through the years, often expecting no remuneration
for services rendered.

Bocause the Groups are also subject o the benevolence and approval o the local ordinaris, it
s necessary that we never promote specialcollectons that would go againstthe directves of
the local (Arch) Diocesan policies. Froe wil offeings and collections among the Prayer Group
members for the works of Padre Pio are personal and private and would not be contrary 0 the
aricie abovementioned.

The Padre Pio Prayer Groups is an Associaton of persons seeking to deepen their spirual fe
and thus o ind a happy balance between the Ife they ive as waylarers in this world and as.
pilgrims on journey to heaven. The Father, Son and Holy Spirt, eteral Triune God is the-
ultimate desired goal; Jesus s the incarmate mediator; the Gospel i the guide; the Church s
the medium in which we ravel; Padre Pio and his charism s the facitator. As spirual as the
objectives are of the Association, we stil are conditioned, motvated, and sometimes
‘encouraged by very materal things and actions that help make the invisile we seek to
‘understand and approach more visble by the extemal acts of love and sacrifice we.
‘acoomplish. Thus, whil contributions are not at all obligatory, hey are gratafully accepted for
the good of the donor in a spift o selfiess charty, and forthe good of the recipient o alleviate:
the burdens of the Sufering Christ” n our sister or brother in need
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MEETINGS

Art. 18 Local, rogional, national and international meatings of Prayer Groups aro to bo
el with tho prior consont of the Diroctor Genoral. Thero aro no fixed timos for thoso
moetings. The Diocesan Ordinary, In whoss torrtory the meoting Is to bo convened,
must bo informed beforohand. The Diroctor General is to give adequate Instructions, If
thero is question of mestings being hold in Important cities. This aiso applies if there is
‘question of rogional, national or ntornational meotings.

“This atcl s  very imporiant one. It offes us a defnite course to ollow when satting up.
‘meetings of some impact beyond the routin celebration of the monthly meefing with s set
‘agenda and pracices. You wil notce that there is a istnct chain of command laid out. Both
the General Dirsctor and the local Ordinary are essentiallements n the convocaton and
celebration o these special mestings.

“The consent o the General Director forlocal meeings is undersiood when now a Prayer
Groupis established and approved by the acceptance of the Registraion Form signed by the
‘Spiritual Director of the Prayer Group and that of the local Orcinary, and the ssuance of the
Certficate of Estabishment. The frequent activy repors sent to General Headquarters, cither
dirocty or through the National Offce, insure the continued consent by the General Director

(Notficaton of any change or deviation from the normal course stpulated by the Statutes must
st be approved beforo they are implemented).

Regional and National Mestings, especially in those countries and areas where the Prayer
Groups involved are an active and strongly visible presence of the Catholc ity and their
involvement in the focal and national Church, require the consent both of the General Difector
and the local Ordinary when major celobrations are planned. The General Director insures that
allis in harmony with the spif o the Padre Pio Prayer Group Assocation and Siatutes; ho also
insures that as Delegate of the Holy See, everything i in harmony with Church law and the
diroctves of the ocal Ordinaries n whose Jurisdicton the celebration willtake place. The local
Ordinary. as responsibie bishop for the local Church, must be informed of al that i being
planned in his ecciesiastica terrory, and his permission should be requested for such a
Special gathering to take place. This too is again in obedience to Padre Pio's demand that we
oboy the Church and those who have authorty n the local churches in which the Prayer
Groups exist.

10 both cases - General Director and local Ordinary — we obey and follow whatever they expect
s to do at such meetings. The partculars are the responsibiy of the Group Leaders and
organizers, but whatever the General Director and local Ordinary suggest should be.
implemented, or at east deat with i a respectlul and obecient manner.

In most cases, this procedure is rarely necessary, since most of the contacting with the
Hiecarchy or General Directon is done through the National Co-ordinator andior local,regioral,
or national councis who are responsible o the Genoral Director directy, and usually through
the informed assistance of the Natonal Co-ordinator




[image: image34.png]Our Association, formed by Padre Pio and approved by the Holy See, is intended to go beyond
the merely devotional pracices of indvidual groups. We are called to be a vibrant means,
through uniy,prayer and charty,of an active and effectve Catholc presenc n the local
Church. Given the distorted values of the societyin which we live, the Prayer Groups are
called o pray, witness in tho personal ives of ts members, and be available and, when
possible, pro-active i affecting with Gospel values the specic areas of the world n which we.
ve.

Al ofthis cannot be a haphazard patchwork doing of non-consequental and detached
aciviies that appeal to one person or another. We must be aware,reflct,discuss, decide and
o, with the Church, tough the Church, in the Church and for the Church. Thus is that the.
‘Churchvs local represontative and authorty, the localordinary s necessary. Without his explicit
‘permission or a least his tacit approval, nothing must be donel

OFFICIAL MAGAZINE

Art. 19~ The magazine “La Casa Solliovo della Sofferonza” with a supplement for tho
Prayor Groups is the only official publication of the Prayor Groups.

‘Organizations often have some means of communicating Wit the general body. Circular
letters, newsleters, etc... o magazines. La Casa Sollovo dela Sofferonza is the offial
‘commnications publication o the Association. In it our General Director offers spirual
dirocton and practcal insighis nto the activiies of the Prayer Groups around the world. The.
offcial and most complete editon i published inthe lalan language. There is an eciton that s
publshed in several languages. This edition contains solected artices; i does not contain
verything that i i the talan language ediion

“The Hallan ediion is packed with information and spirtual formation material that each Group.
Should have. While it is not aiways practical or possible for avery member o recaive the
‘magazine, nor i it imaginable that everyone read and undersiand lalin, sl t might be a
900d idea that each Group have at least one o o subscriptins for the loca fils and for
members to peruse.

Atthe present ime, there is no remedy (o the lack of an English editon of the lalian magazine
with s supplements. A complete translaton in English of the lalian ecifon, each month,
Would require a linguistic stafin place and all the material availabe beforehand. Prosenty to
e able 1o accomplish tis feat s not feasibe.

We can, however, work toward greater unity and cooperation among the Groups, especially
through communicating with the National Offce. If Groups have their own publicatons, please
send them to the National Offce both fo the i, as wellas n order to offer materal that could
be used in communicating what is happening around the USA. This way, we might a least
Keep our members in the USA informed on the various activites, accomplishments, diffculis,
hopes, dreams, etc.of our sisters and brothers, Spiftual Chilren of Padre Pio, in the USA.
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Art. 20~ Each Group can draw up a specific rule which is deomed useful for the good of
the members of the Group, and which Is In conformity with tho present Statutes.

The Statutes are rather elastic when we go beyond the basic requisites. There is aways oom
for addiions that are unique to a specifc area or Group. The main objective and practices
‘must nover be altered, but spitual and social offorts, as well s actites that fal I the area of
the Spiital and Corporal Works of Mercy as wellas those aimed at fostering a deeper love for
Jesus, Mary,the Church, one another,eic. are commendable and encouraged.

“The words useful for the good are important. They indicate and operness, in conformity with
the prosant Statutes, to practces and service beyond the basic requiremens, with the
possibiity of acreativty that can invite and make our Association appealing and effective for
others. We should not fear creativty and openness.

“The spitof the Association o the Padre Pio Prayer Groups is a blessing of the Holy Spirt
Who urged our Founder, Padre Pio, o discover this way {0 help aihers grow in the Spirt. The
Vibrancy of the Spiit urges s o bo awake and aware o the working of the Spirt. We should
be searching for ways to make this simple way o grow in God's grace through the Eucharist,
Mary, Catholc values, Chrstian charty, etc. accessible and desirable o others. Here s a
place where we can reflect upon the youth, young adults, and middle-agers. (Something to
think aboutr?)

‘Such a Rule must bo approved by a plenary moeting of the members of the Group. A
‘copy of this Rule, when approved by the Group, must be sent to the Diroctor General.
Rulos already in uso aro to bo adaptod o the prosent Statutes within six months of tholr
‘coming into force.

“The Associaton involves people who are equal n digniy, whose rights and responsibiities are
all bound by the Statutes they accept tofolow. Nothing exra shouid be implemented, unless.
‘explcty stiulated in the Statutes, without the express approval of aplenary assembly of the.
Group. Manipulative “votes”,or presenting an issue when some unforeseen of foressen
Situation has impeded the majory number of the membership to b present, are wrong,
offensive, and the vote is invali. This Aricie requires the Group 1o be nformed and wel
prepared to understand and vote on issues that wil involve al the members of the Group.

‘Once these are approved by the Group, they are sent (o the General Directorfor is knowiedge
‘and ultimate approval before being implemente.

For those who consider this process a e oo mich (100 beauracratc), please remember that
our Assocation s directly under the guidance of the Holy Soe (by will of Padre Pio himselfin
turing al things over to the Holy See). Our General Director s Delegate of the Holy See.
“Thus, anything we do must be approved by the General Difecton to nsure that our presence
a5 a Padre Pio Prayer Group i a given area, does not contradict Church teaching o policy in
any way.

Whils the General Director (or the General Ve Director) is always avallabi for irect contact,
tis requestad by the National Offce and commendable that Groups keep the National Offce
formed - the ulimate and sole defining voice is that ofthe General Direcior. Oftentimes,
basic matters can be clrified here in the USA before matters are defintvely sent o San
Giovanni Rotondo for approval.
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Art. 21~ All othor Statutos or Rules now existing, lapse with tho coming into force of the
prosent Statutos with due rogard for the prosent proscriptions of Art. 14.

Art. 22~ Any modifications of the prosont Statutos can be proposed by the Diroctor
Genoral, having consulted with the General Council. It becomes binding only aftor
‘approval by tho Holy See.

These last two Aricies have beon already dealt with i previous Ariles. Statutes or Rules that
existed befors the promugation of the present Statutes are null and void. The Director General
‘consuls with the General Council for input regarding any modifcations of he Statutes or
reworking of the same. However, overything is bound by approval by the Holy Soe, who s the
ultimate and final word.

‘The words and spirtof Padre Pio make it very clear that everything is done with,for, i the
‘Church. Nothing is o be attempted without permission from the Holy See. The centuries-oid
statement s sl valid where Pacre Pio and his Spirtual Children are concemed: Romo has
‘Spoken. The case is over! (Roma locuta ost. Causa finita ost)

‘Some who read ths, even among our membership, might find this rfiecton on these last two.
Artices a il 00 heavy or 100 demanding. But that i the way i s, ifwe want 0 be Spirual
Chikdren of Padre Pio.

‘Oniy conscience can allow us to dispute certain matters that are promoted or promulgated by
‘Church authorites. However, st us remember that our conscience must be formed in the ruth,
‘and not justdirected towards convenience or comfort. We must be convicted and commitied to
‘what we believe. Obedience, in humilty and charity may at times bo a burden, but s aiways
il and offective.

Vatican City, 3 May 1986

‘Statutos approved by the Holy Seo, through letter from the Secrotary of State, Cardinal
Agostino Casaroll dated ¥ May 1986, No 160.977/A.

Itcame into force on 47 May 1986

‘Once a legisiatve matter i offially approved by the Holy See, a document s signed and
Sealed to the effect. From the day of the date on the document of approval, unless otherwise.
stpulated, al oher Rules, Regulations and Statutes o the contary are abrogated and the now.
ones are in efect





    OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION PADRE PIO PRAYER GROUP     

 
STATUTES AND ARTICLES OF THE PADRE PIO PRAYER GROUP

The following Statutes govern the purpose, direction, accountability and formation of the Our Lady of the Assumption Padre Pio Prayer Group located in Claremont, California. They are based on the International Association of Prayer Groups housed in the Home for the Relief of Suffering in San Giovanni, Foggia, Italy.
       FORWARD

The following tenets hold true for the Our Lady of the Assumption Parish (OLAP) Padre Pio Prayer Group:

-The Prayer Groups are a response to the spiritual needs of our times as perceived by Padre Pio

-Their purpose is to promote the spreading of the teaching of Christ with the emphasis on prayer and 
Redemptive Suffering: Prayer with the Church, through the Church, and in the Church 

-They are a response in obedience to the request by Supreme Pontiffs, and the Second Vatican, to pray for 
the Church and the world

-The Groups follow the principals of the Franciscan spirituality of Padre Pio in the Roman Catholic 
tradition to include: the Eucharist, Rosary, meditation, and acts of charity

-The Group holds total and unconditional adherence to the teachings of the Catholic Church as guided 
by the Holy See and Bishops whose representative in each Group is the Spiritual Director, a priest 
nominated by the Bishop.

-The Group will actively participate in the liturgical and sacramental life of the church

-The group will demonstrate a willingness to share in the suffering of Christ as a means of reparation for 
others 
through the activities of the Group

-The leadership of the group will consist of a Spiritual Director, Group Leader, Assistant Leader and 
Secretary

-The focus of the Prayer Group is determined by its Spiritual Director 







ARTICLES

   Central Office: International Association of the Prayer Groups 

Art. 1

The Our Lady of the Assumption Padre Pio Prayer Group is guided by the International Association of Prayer Groups (IAPG) housed in the Home for the Relief of Suffering in San Giovanni, Foggia, Italy.
The International Association of the Prayer Groups is subject to the Holy See.

             Prayer Groups

Art. 2

The Prayer Group is composed of members of the faithful who respond to the invitation of the Holy See to pray.

The Group will meet in a place approved by the Spiritual Director where the Blessed Sacrament is reserved.

The Group will assemble at regular intervals to pray and draw others in communion in accordance with the spirituality of Padre Pio. 

The members shall grow spiritually through reflection and instruction of the Catholic faith under the direction of the Spiritual Director.

The Group will promote and assist in the work of evangelization and will report 

Art. 3

Laity, priests and religious may be members of the Prayer Groups with their names inscribed in a register.

Art. 4

The IAPG is under the control of the Director General, nominated by the Cardinal Secretary of State who is under the direction of the Holy See. The Group will report activities to the Director General as directed by the IAPG. The General Director is the Delegate of the Holy See for all the Works and Shrine of Padre Pio.

Art. 5

The Director General’s Council, consisting of the Director General, a Secretary General and two Assistant Directors, will meet once a year in San Giovanni, Rotundo, Italy, to assess the status of prayer groups around the world.  When necessary, the Director General may request of a local bishop the disbanding of a group if such a group is out of the norm, but not without due process. At the end of the year, the Director General will present a report of the IAPG activities to the Holy See. 

Certificate of Group Affiliation

Art. 6

The Director General will issue a Certificate of Affiliation to individual groups when requirements are met.

Art. 7

The Prayer group is subject to the jurisdiction of the Diocesan Ordinary according to the Norms of Canon Law. The members, in complete union with their own Bishop, will follow the pastoral directives at the diocesan and national level.

Art. 8

The Spiritual Director, the Group Leader, the Assistant Leader and the Secretary are responsible for the administration of each Group. 






             Group Leader

Art.9

In the presence of the Spiritual Director, the Group Leader is elected by the majority of members for a term of five years, and can be re-elected for a maximum of three periods of five years. All elections and activities must be reported to the Director General via the International Association of Prayer Groups, San Giovanni, Foggia, Italy. 

Art. 10

In the presence of the Spiritual Director, the Assistant Group Leader is elected by the majority of members for a term of five years, and can be re-elected for a maximum of two periods of five years. All elections and activities must be reported to the Director General via the International Association of Prayer Groups, San Giovanni, Foggia, Italy.  If the Group Leader position becomes vacant, the Assistant Group Leader assumes the vacant position. It is the duty of the Assistant to arrange a new vote within thirty days of the vacancy. 

Art. 11

The Group Leader nominates a Secretary who remains in the office five years and can be re-appointed. The Secretary shall keep a register of the members, and a record of the Group’s activities.  

Art. 12

The Group will have a priest who is the Group’s Spiritual Director nominated by the Diocesan Ordinary. His task is the religious instruction and formation of the members. He directs the spirituality of the Group. This may include organizing retreats, spiritual exercises, orchestrating Mass, conducting the Rosary, Chaplet of Mercy, spiritual and social activities, evangelization, and teaching. 

Co-Ordination of Prayer Groups

Art. 13

If the Diocese has a number of Prayer Groups, the Bishop can appoint a priest to coordinate the various groups. 

Activities of the Prayer Groups

Art. 14

The group will meet at least once a month with the Holy Mass celebrated, preceded by other prayers such as the Rosary and Liturgy of the Hours. Retreats, spiritual exercises, works of piety/self-sacrifice/charity, prayer, social time can be arranged.  

Art. 15

The following are recommended to the Group for prayer: the Church, Holy See, Bishops, Ecclesiastical and Religious Vocations, in living the Christian Life, conversation of sinners, the ill and poor.

Art. 16

The group shall dedicate itself to the Prayer of Reparation, and be reparable souls. It shall offer its suffering as its share in the Passion of Christ following the teaching of Paul: “Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I complete what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of His Body, that is, the Church. (Colossians 1:24). The Group shall perform works of penance and reparation to make its prayer more acceptable to God, and seek to be an example through accepting the sufferings and sacrifices that are part of its daily life, and be the healing presence of Jesus. 

Art.17

The collection of funds for any purpose is not mandatory, but allowed for the expenses of the Group or  project they wish to fund.  The IAPG encourages the funding of the Home For The Suffering Foundation. The collections are with the permission of the Diocesan Ordinaries. (to alleviate the burdens of the Suffering Christ in our sister or brother)







    Meetings

Art. 18

Local, regional, national meetings of Prayer groups are to be held with the consent of the Director general.

Art. 19

The magazine “La Casa Sollievo della Sofferenza is the only official publication of the Prayer groups.

Art. 20

The Group may create a specific rule deemed useful for the good of the Group that is in conformity with the present Statutes. A copy of the rule must be sent to the Director General.



Conclusion

Art. 21

All statutes or rules now present lapse with any new rules generated by the IAPG.

Art. 22
Changes to existing Statutes can be proposed by the Director General at any given time. Such changes become binding after approval by the Holy See.
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
VII.

       WEBSITE/BROCHURE
It is important the group understands who Saint Pio is and why so many follow him. The website

WWW.FRIENDSOFPADREPIO.WEEBLY.COM

is written for those who do not know Saint Pio and would like to. It is also written for those who desire a deeper understanding.  It contains explanations of penance, redemptive suffering, how the saints viewed suffering, quotes from Saint Pio, his biography, videos and an extensive list of references. It also contains a brochure and monthly newsletter – both may be downloaded from the website. Visit the page labeled Our Lady of the Assumption for letters and documents related to the procedure of writing to the local bishop. 
Another purpose of the website is to network with other groups. If you would like to list your parish on the site, or create a link, you may submit your information to friendsofpadrepio@aol.com, or for any questions you may have. 
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

May our LORD, Mother Mary and Saint Pio guide you. 
As a priest from San Giovanni told me, “Be sure Fr. Pio will give you all you need. Do not have any doubt this!” 
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

“You think you know my love for you, but you don’t know that it is much greater then you can imagine.  I follow you with my prayers, with my sufferings and with my tears.” St. Pio
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

“Then we shall be offering God the most beautiful, the most noble of prayers because our prayers will have sprung from sacrifice.” St. Pio
         GOD BLESS!
