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MARY MOTHER OF GOD: 12-18

We live in a strange society, one which both over shares as well as holding on to too much.  Moreover, we often share what we should retain and keep what we should share.  Our Blessed Mother is the one to whom we should turn in order that we may learn the art of give and take.  Mary hardly ever speaks, but, whenever she does, there is great wisdom and force.  Today’s Gospel gives us the perfect description of her when it says she “kept all these things, reflecting on them in her heart.”

It is funny how one simple line can explain so much: Mary is the master of prayer, because she more than anyone else is the one who is able to discern the truth of everything, and in discerning to act properly at all times.  If Mary could keep all these things it was precisely because there was room in her heart to store them up.  The heart is one of the most powerful biblical images.  It is synonymous with the person herself.  My heart is who I am, and so, by seeing where my heart is, I can know who I am.  The heart is not some sappy, ethereal changing thing; it is the most concrete reality of all.  Our Lord warns the Apostles that it is not things external which defile them, but the heart which does so.  We love whatever it is that we place in our hearts, and we become whatever it is that we keep in our hearts.  

As the Beatitudes say “Blessed are the pure in Heart, for they shall see God.”  What is in your heart?  What matters to you, what do you hold on to, and what do you let go of?  Are you truly able to see in the baby Jesus your God and savior, or is your heart full of other things?  When you pray, are you able to listen to God, is He able to tell you that you are wrong, or does your prayer only serve to strengthen your own ideals?  Look to Mary, she knows what is important, and she knows how to discern and she will share with you the secret to true knowledge of her Son, as well as show you who you are.  Mary gave flesh and blood to Jesus, and Mary raised Jesus, no one knows better than she who Jesus is, and what it means to be in His image and likeness.  

Our world is a strange place indeed.  We seem to share our deepest darkest secrets with total strangers, but find it hard to do so with God.  Look to Mary. She has no deep, dark secrets, only profound truths and great love.  Mary is the new Eve, and, just as Eve convinced Adam to go astray, so does Mary do the opposite.  One of the few times that Mary speaks is to tell the servants ‘Do whatever he tells you.’  Precisely because Mary knows what to hold on to, and how to reflect upon it, she is the one who is able to translate it for us.  


Look to Mary, see how well she discerns, see how much she knows, see how deep is her love.  Even when Mary is told that she must suffer greatly, that her “own soul a sword shall pierce” she is able to keep the truth of who Jesus is in that pierced heart.  Even when Mary looks upon her Son rejected, taunted and killed, she does not loose hope.  Mary is the cause of our joy, because Mary never doubts.  Look to Mary, remember that hers is not an easy life, that she must suffer as no other mother has suffered, and yet, she never doubts.  


What holds you back, what are you unable to give up so as to make room for Jesus in your heart? What do you seek instead of seeking Jesus? From whence comes your false security?  St. Augustine tells us that the only thing that can make us happy is the only thing that cannot be taken away from us.  There is nothing that we can’t lose except for Jesus.  We can lose our health, we can lose our wealth, we can lose our power or influence, our friends can betray us, our spouses can lie to us: Jesus is the only one who is always true.  Jesus is the only one who can love us no matter what, and Jesus is the only one who is not scandalized by our weakness and fears.  


Our world is strange indeed.  The greatest truth of all, is the one which is least proclaimed.  Unto us is born a savior, but we persist in denying that we need salvation or in trying to save ourselves.  If you want to be happy, truly happy, you have to learn how to cling to Jesus and to let go of everything else.  Look at Mary: she will tell you what to hold onto and what to let go of.  The Heart is who we are, and out of our hearts comes what matters to us.     

