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St. PIO’S MADONNA
“When a woman asked, ‘Teach me a
shortcut to reach God quickly,’ Padre
Pio answered: ‘The shortcut …is the
Virgin.’ ‘The Holy Virgin,’ he insisted,
‘is the perfect example of God’s mercy
on earth. She acts as His double.’ He
told another priest, ‘She is the one
who brings us a ray of God’s
immensity and of divine powers.’”
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PIO’S CORNER

“Padre Tarcisio Zullo da Cervinara
and Padre Mariano da Magliano
Santa Croce were in Padre Pio’s
room. They took the courage and
asked him: 'Father, is the Madonna
at this moment in this room?' Padre
Pio's answer: "Wrong formulation.
You should have asked 'Did the
Madonna ever leave this room?' "
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The relationship between St. Pio
and Mother Mary was life long. As a
child, Francesco Forgione (Padre
Pio), conversed with Jesus and
Mary often. Such apparitions were
given to prepare him for the
spiritual world he would live in.
As an adult, he would say of Her, “I
feel like a sailing ship, pushed by
our heavenly Mother’s breath.
Even if I am lost on the high seas,
I’m not worried. I can’t say where I
start, nor where my various works
will end, but I never feel uncertain
because I am spiritually directed
by Her. She accompanies me in the
confessional, to let me aid my
brothers and sisters, and She
shows me, already covered by the
veil of Her pity, the numberless
souls waiting for an absolution
which will destroy all evils and be
the creator of all good.”
2

She would never leave him. He
would often refer to Her as the
Madonna.
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Often, in his demonic attacks,
Mother Mary was by his side. She
would allow the attacks on him as
we must all face temptation and
battle the Evil that God allows in the
world. But, in Her love for Padre
Pio, She tempered the attacks by
intervening at key moments. In one
such attack, a demon threw St. Pio
to the floor. When other priests
heard his cries and commotion,
they entered his room. They found
him on the floor bruised, bleeding,
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“What are you doing?” I asked.
“Cleaning the house,” he said.
*

*

*

*

It was a beautiful, sunny day.
We were meeting in a big home
with many hallways. It was a
multi-story home. We were on
the last floor. We had offered a
retreat. We had many people
enjoying the experience. We
soon realized many people
were hungry. And we should
offer them something to eat.
Quickly, I peeked into the yard.
In front of us was a great
orchard with many vegetables.
There were sweet chili peppers
- green, yellow, red and orange.
There were tomatoes, large
cucumbers and pumpkins. We
started to gather them. When
we touched them, they fell into
our hands ready to be cut and
eaten. The harvest was
abundant. I felt like eating
them.
I went deep into the orchard
and filled many baskets. It
seemed the more I cut, the
more there was to cut, as
though the orchard did not
have an end. As I moved
through the orchard, I found
myself facing a house next to
the garden. Next to the roof of
the house was a Mr. Barbón,
dressed in a Franciscan habit. I
found myself sitting on a swing
rocking back and forth. I was
happy and peaceful. He smiled.
He smiled looking at the sky.
The sun illuminated his face.
I approached him. I came so
close I could see the details in
his face – white eyebrows, the
hairs in his nose. But, he kept
rocking on his swing.

and his head on a pillow. At the
moment of impact, She placed a
pillow under his head to soften the
blow.
She aided him in the task of
absolution in the Confessional
where he was able to recite his
many Rosaries. On several
occasions Padre Pio confided to his
intimates that the Blessed Virgin
remained beside him while he
heard confessions.
She was his help in his suffering
and need. Padre Onorato asked
Padre Pio if he saw the Madonna.
Padre Pio replied, “She comes to
me whenever I need her.” Padre
Marcellino remarked, “Padre Pio
solves everything with the help of
our Lady, or by letting her solve
it.”
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She was with him in the Mass. To
Enzo Bertani, he said, “Every
morning the Virgin Mary is at the
altar, together with Jesus, or the
Seraphic Father Saint Francis.”
From 1921 to 1923 Padre Pio, by
order of the Holy Office of the
Vatican, he was to say Mass alone.
Years later Padre Pio told Padre
Eusebio, “I was never alone. Our
Lady always kept me company
during Mass.”
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Padre Pio wrote on August 15,
1929, Feast of the Assumption,
“This morning I approached the

4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

altar with physical pains and
internal anguish. I felt like dying. I
was permeated by a deadly
sadness. At the moment of
consuming the Sacred Host I saw
clearly the Heavenly Mother with
Baby Jesus in her arms. They both
told me, ‘Calm down! We are here
with you. You belong to us and we
are yours.’ From that moment I felt
drowned in an indescribable sea of
sweetness and love.”
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He was known for advocating Her
Rosary. It was his weapon to fight
Hell with. “It is my weapon. With
this, I win battles.”
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Padre Fernando da Riese said, “The
Rosary was Padre Pio’s favored
prayer. He prayed it many times a
day, decade after decade. He had
always a rosary wrapped around
his hand or arm, as it was a jewel or
a shield. He had other Rosaries
under the pillow and on the
nightstand. He called the Rosary his
‘weapon’. He had made a resolution
years earlier to say ‘daily no less
than five complete rosaries.’”

His appearance was attractive.
“Who are you?” I asked. He
turned to me and smiled, and
kept rocking. Then he said, “I
am Padre Pio.”
I asked, “What are you doing
here?”
He answered, “Caring for the
house…caring for the house.”
Then I woke up. The
experience left me peaceful with
an emotion unexplainable.
It was a beautiful dream. I went
to look for a photo of Padre Pio
and more information to see if
it was him. After this dream, a
few interesting details came to
light.
We had just consecrated our
ministerial service to God along
with other prayer groups and
their evangelical work in the
eparish. A few days later, when
one of the evangelical ministries
was praying in the Presence of
the Eucharist, several people
thought they saw Padre Pio
walking the corridors where we
came to gather.
*

*

*

*
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He was never without a Rosary in
his hand.
On February 6, 1954 at 9:00 PM,
when Father Carmelo asked how
many Rosaries St. Pio had prayed,
St. Pio replied, "I still have 2
rosaries to pray today. I said only 34
so far. Then I will go to bed.”
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As the years pass, I continue to
think and meditate on the
dream. I can believe with faith
that my family enjoys his
powerful intercession, that he
takes care of this household.
The harvest has been abundant
and is not finished bearing
fruit. There are blessings to
come for my family and
ministries.
From time to time, I stop and
meditate on this experience,
especially on the days that
precede September 23. I take a
tour of my life and experiences.
I can see his intercession and
count on it. I deeply appreciate

To Padre Michelangelo, he replied,
"Today I said 32 or 33 rosaries.
Maybe 1 or 2 more." To Padre
Mariano Paladino da Magliano Santa
Croce, he said, "About 30. Maybe
some more, but not less." Padre
Mariano asked, “How do you do it?”
St. Pio replied, “What is the night
for?" To Don Pierino Galeone, he
said, “Between 15 and 20.” To
Padre Tarcisio Zullo asking how
many Rosaries he said every day, “If
is not a good day, about 30.”
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His last word was, “Mary.”
The Madonna was with him to the
end. Sitting in the armchair
clutching his Rosary, a few minutes
before dying, Padre Pio said, “I see
two mothers.” His mom had died
many years before. In the last
moments of his life, Padre Pio was
seeing the both the Virgin Mary and
his birth mother, Peppa, together.
His very last words were, “Jesus.
Mary.”
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To separate the Madonna from
Padre Pio is to separate his soul
from God. The two are inseparable.
She was a Mother to him when his
birth mother could not be. In the
end, they both came for him,
together.

Padre Alessio Parente asked Padre
Pio why he would constantly say the
Rosary and no other prayers. Padre
Pio replied, “Because the Madonna
never refuses me anything that I ask
through prayer of the Rosary.”
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For us, as Spiritual Children of
Padre Pio, we must nurture our
own relationship with the Mother
of God. We cannot know Padre Pio
without knowing his Madonna. To
Her has been given all the Graces of
Heaven to disperse as She sees fit,
according to the Father’s will.
May we strive to know the
Madonna as Padre Pio did, so that
She may assist us in our Dark Night.
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his protection and care for my
house and my family. He is the
caretaker of my soul.
It has been ten years since I
dreamt of Padre Pio. I think I
can now discern the symbols,
the details, the fruits in the
garden, and what they mean to
me. It is the beauty of the
human heart when it opens to
the grace of God. Yes, the
Spiritual Children of Padre Pio
are like this: a good fruit, a
mature fruit ready to be taken
to its place of destination, to
fulfill St. Pio’s mission, and
grow in virtue and desires of
holiness where the pious father
with his intercession takes us
into a profound mature
conversion. We hope to grow
spiritually, that as a result, we
can walk with our feet on the
Earth while looking up to the
sky with deep desires to reach
eternal life. This helps us place
our eyes on what is most
important. As we grow, we
discover that Life is full of
vanities. We realize we are
passing through this life, and
we must seize every moment
and every second to move
toward God. We experience a
great pain for our faults, of faith
and charity, and want to grow
in perfection.
The true Spiritual Children of
Padre Pio are a strength
wherever they are. And he,
Padre Pio, is there taking care
of them, interceding for them.
Father Pio takes care of his
houses. And not only his
earthly houses, but his spiritual
ones, “The Souls.” His only
wish as a Spiritual Father is that
we reach full union with God.
-Anita Munoz

FEAST DAYS
-3 Francis Xavier

-12 Lady of Guadalupe

“Many souls go to Hell because there
is no one to sacrifice themselves and
pray for them.” Our Lady of Fatima

-13 Lucy

-Parish Priest

-PPPG

-14 John of the Cross

-Parish Spirituality

-Family

-25 Birth of our LORD

-Teens

-Spouses

“The Holy Ghost poured
His love into Her; She was
the only creature worthy
or capable of receiving
this love in unlimited
measure because no other
creature had sufficient
purity to come so near to
God.” Padre Pio

-Unborn/Parents

-Pope’s

-9 Juan Diego

The Future of the Very Young
That every country take the measures
necessary to prioritize the future of
the very young, especially those who
are suffering.

-Attend Reconciliation
Continue to work within a
parish ministry

-Novena to Immaculate
Conception
-Attend Adoration one hour
-Attend One Daily Mass
-Offer Stress of Holiday To God
- Daily Rosary

