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ALL SAINTS DAY
Looking for a prayer partner? One who never sleeps? Is always there for you? Who
understands your suffering and only wants God’s will for you? I have the perfect prayer
partner! They pray night and day, everyday, seven days a week. They pray for wellbeing, spiritual growth and protection. Their prayers are pure, born from suffering. They
pray while suffering, with suffering, from suffering. Their prayers are what God wants
them to pray. They are in the place God wants them to be, doing what He wants them to
do, being who He wants them to be. They are the Holy Souls of Purgatory. They will not
enter Paradise until they have been purified of their sinful nature.
The Catholic Canon states Purgatory as: All who die in God's grace and friendship, but
still imperfectly purified, are indeed assured of their eternal salvation; but after death
they undergo purification, so as to achieve the holiness necessary to enter the joy of
heaven. CCC 1930.
The Saints have left us many descriptions of Purgatory, each description tailored to the
nature of the sins to be purified. St. Teresa of Avila, upon falling back on a promise to
God leading toward a life away from Him, sent her a vision of Purgatory.
“I found myself, as I thought, plunged right into Hell. I realized that it was the Lord’s will
that I should see the place which the devils had prepared for me there and which I had
merited for my sins. This happened in the briefest space of time, but, even if I were to live
for many years, I believe it would be impossible for me to forget it. The entrance, I thought,
resembled a very long, narrow passage, like a furnace, very low, dark and closely confined;
the ground seemed to be full of water which looked like filthy, evil-smelling mud, and in it
were many wicked-looking reptiles. At the end there was a hollow place scooped out of a
wall, like a cupboard, and it was here that I found myself in close confinement. But the
sight of all this was pleasant by comparison with what I felt there … My feelings, I think,
could not possibly be exaggerated, nor can anyone understand them. I felt a fire within my
soul the nature of which I am utterly incapable of describing … I had been put in this place
which looked like a hole in the wall, and those very walls, so terrible to the sight, bore down
upon me and completely stifled me. There was no light and everything was in the blackest
darkness.
[T]his vision was one of the most signal favors which the Lord has bestowed upon me: it
has been of the greatest benefit to me, both in taking from me all fear of the tribulations
and disappointments of this life and also in strengthening me to suffer them and to give
thanks to the Lord, Who, as I now believe, has delivered me from such terrible and neverending torments.

PIO’S CORNER
Saint Pio’s passion for the Holy
Souls in Purgatory was formed
as early as 1910 when he
stated to his superior his
“need” to be an intercessor.
His passion was to free ALL
SOULS from sin and the
consequences of sin by any
means as dictated by God.
"For a long time, I have felt in
myself a need to offer myself
to the LORD as a victim for
poor sinners, and for the souls
in Purgatory. This desire has
been growing continually in
my heart so that now it has
become what I call a strong
passion...imploring on Him
to lay on me the punishments
that are prepared for sinners
and for souls in Purgatory, so
long as He converts and saves
sinners and quickly releases
the souls in Purgatory. It
seems to me that Jesus wants
this." Letter to Father
Benedetto Nardella, 1910.1
Not all are called to the extent
St. Pio was. But, Our Lady of
Fatima has asked for Victims,
those who would offer
reparation for sinners, and
allow God to work in their
lives. Yet, not only those in this
life, but also, in the next.

It also inspired me with fervent impulses for the good of souls: for I really believe that, to
deliver a single one of them from such dreadful tortures, I would willingly die many deaths.
After all, if we see anyone on earth who is especially dear to us suffering great trial or pain,
our very nature seems to move us to compassion, and if his sufferings are severe they
oppress us, too. 1

We will all pass through
purgatory, and will need the
prayers of those left behind.

Padre Pio, who offered himself for souls in Purgatory, not only had an intimate
knowledge of who was there, but also would visit the souls.2 He also had knowledge and
experience of the sufferings they endured comparing his suffering with those in
Purgatory.
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St. Pio knew the power of their prayers for those praying for them. He understood the
influence our prayers and sacrifices had in the release of souls from Purgatory. He
understood that the power of prayer with the Church, for the Church and in the Church
affects one another: the Church Militant (on Earth), the Church Triumphant (in Heaven)
and the Church Suffering (in Purgatory). He offered Mass for those in Purgatory he
prayed for, knowing the Mass is the most powerful intercession, sacrifice and expiation
for anyone, any sin, anytime, anywhere.
As we offer reparation for loved ones here on Earth, let us remember those who have
passed, as we hope and pray those alive will remember us when we have passed. St. Pio
said our prayers are never waisted. When those we pray for pass onto Heaven, our
prayers will used for others still present in Purgatory. As God knows no boundaries in
time and space, I occasionally prayer for myself.
IN HIS OWN WORDS
“More souls of the dead from Purgatory than of the living climb this mountain to attend
my Masses and seek my prayers.”2
“The souls in Purgatory don’t suffer more than I do.”3
“The prayers of the souls in Purgatory are much more efficacious before God, because
they pray while suffering.”2
“We need to pray for the souls in Purgatory. We can’t believe how much they can do for
us, through the gratitude they have for those who pray for them!”3
"The souls in Purgatory pray for us, and their prayers are even more effective than ours,
because they are accompanied by their suffering. So, let's pray for them, and let's pray
them to pray for us…The souls in Purgatory repay the prayers that we say for
them…When we pray for the souls in Purgatory, we will always get something back."3
In 1945, Fra' Modestino asked Padre Pio a comparison between a fire on earth and the
flames of Purgatory. "They compare like fresh water and boiling water."3
“Tomorrow is the feast if St. Francis. Please ask him to go to Purgatory and free the souls
of my parents.” Padre Pio replied: “I can do it myself.”3
One night in 1944 the friars heard loud voices coming from downstairs saying, "Viva
Padre Pio". The superior Padre Raffaele da S. Elia, a Pianisi, told the doorkeeper Fra
Gerardo da Deliceto to let those people out and lock the door properly. Fra Gerardo
went downstairs, didn't find anybody, and the door was double locked as it was
supposed to. He went back to report. Padre Raffaele was puzzled and went straight to
4
Padre Pio asking if he knew something.”
______________________________________________
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As we offer reparation and
sacrifice for those departed,
let us keep in mind several
truths. First, our prayers
assist those suffering in
Purgatory by lessening their
time and degree of pain.
Second, once those we pray
for are released, our prayers
will continue to assist those
still in Purgatory. Not a single
prayer goes unused. Last, God
knows time not as we do. It is
all the same to Him. It is
NEVER too late or early to
pray. As Padre Pio stated
once,
“I will pray for a good death of
my grandfather. For God,
there is no past and future.
Everything is present. So, God
made use at that time of the
prayers I’m saying now.”2
There are several things we
can do for those we pray for.
Here is a short list:
1. Offer a Mass
2. Pray a Novena
3. Visit a cemetery between
November 1-8. A Plenary
Indulgence is granted to those
who visit and pray for the
dead. On other days, it is
partial.
4. Pray a Prayer For the Dead.
There are several. One is
included in this Newsletter.
In understanding their
suffering, we must
understand their need for
God. They are guaranteed
entrance into Heaven. Part of
their torment is knowing they
are not ready. They are
unclean and deserve to be in
Purgatory.
_____________________________

2. Parente, A. (2011). Padre Pio e le
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"Oh! Those were soldiers who had died on the battleground, and came to thank me for my
prayers for their salvation." 3
Florence Fine Herman, in 1965, asked Padre Pio to pray for her father who had terminal
ALS. He promised to take him under his protection. He was a devout Jew. Two years later he
died. She was told by friends that without baptism one cannot be saved. She went back to
Padre Pio with a heavy heart. She took the courage to ask: “Where is my father?” Padre Pio
replied: “Julius Fine is saved. But we need to pray a lot for him.” 3
Elena Bandini had been helping for many years the church, the monastery, and the local
people of San Giovanni Rotondo. When she died, John McCaffery told Padre Pio: “She
certainly went without any stop from here to Paradise”. Padre Pio with two great tears
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rolling down his cheeks: “Oh! Without stop at all!”
_____________________________________________
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-Spouses
POPE’S INTENTIONS: Dialogue and Reconciliation in the Near East
That a spirit of dialogue, encounter, and reconciliation emerge in the
Near East, where diverse religious communities share their lives
together.

They do not want to enter
Heaven in their current state.
But they long to be with Him.
Our prayers hasten the
purification process and
shorten the stay.
Thomas Aquinas explains it
this way:
“The more one longs for a
thing, the more painful does
deprivation of it become. And
because after this life, the
desire for God, the Supreme
Good, is intense in the souls of
the just (because this impetus
toward him is not hampered
by the weight of the body, and
that time of enjoyment of the
Perfect Good would have
come) had there been no
obstacle; the soul suffers
enormously from the delay.”
Our sufferings and
reparations on their behalf
add to the cleansing, which
shortens the stay. In the
offering of ourselves, it molds
us into His image in the
process. It is a “win-win” all
the way around. That is why
God allows this partaking in
His Passion. It makes us
Christ-like. As the early
people were called, “You are
Christians, people of the
Christ.”
Amidst the costumes and
candy, the Holidays to come,
remember those we spent it
with it, days gone by, who
have passed on to a Better
World. They not forget us.
And, indeed, continue to pray
for us.
“De Profundis”
-M. Moncayo
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“Come be My Light. In your immolation of
Me, and your love for Me, they will see me, and know Me.” -Mother Teresa

*Participate in one parish ministry/function
*Visit a cemetery to pray for a loved one passed

FOR NOVEMBER
-Attend Sunday Mass

Images from the Museo
del Sacro Cuore del
Suffragio in Rome, Italy.
Marks left from Holy
Souls asking for prayer
and sacrifice from the
living.

-Attend One Weekday Mass
-Attend Reconciliation
-Complete One Daily Rosary
-Attend Adoration One Hour First
Friday of the Month
-Pray Eternal Father Prayer Daily For
Holy Souls of Purgatory
-Offer A Mass For A Passed Loved One

