SEPTEMBER, 2019

THE MASS
“If we only knew how God regards this sacrifice, we would risk our lives to be at a single
mass.”1
As a young boy, I sat in the pews during Mass wondering what was being said. I often wondered if anyone
else did. Not knowing the meaning of the Mass, I still participated. I stood when everyone stood, sat when
everyone sat, and kneeled when all kneeled. Today, I know the words being said were Latin. And, if I
heard them today, would know only a few. This was my Catholic youth. As time moved on, I left the
Church not knowing what the Mass was, only that Jesus died for my sins.
Today, I sit in the pews, but with a different focus, a new perspective. I know Jesus died for my sins, and
the Mass celebrates this sacrifice. Each movement has purpose; every word expresses meaning. I bow
before the Eternal God Who sacrifices Himself in the Mass. And this sacrifice must happen everyday
somewhere in the world to expiate sin. If the sacrifice of the Mass has ceased, the world has ended and
our LORD returned.
Those who knew the value of the Mass had much to say about it. As you read through the thoughts of the
saints below, ponder your place in the Mass.
Put all the good works in the world against one Holy Mass; they will be as a grain of sand beside a
mountain.”
–St. John Vianney
Know, O Christian, that the Mass is the holiest act of religion. You cannot do anything to glorify God more,
nor profit your soul more, than by devoutly assisting at it, and assisting as often as possible.
–St. Peter Julian Eymard
There is nothing so great as the Eucharist. If God had something more precious, He would have given it to
us.
-Saint Jean Vianney
The fruits that we receive at Mass cannot be enumerated. We will know it only in Paradise.
-St. Pio

And just as the sun cannot be divided, so neither can My
wholeness as God and as human in this white host. Even if the
host is divided, even if you could break it into thousands and
thousands of tiny bits, in each one I would be there, wholly God
and wholly human. It is just as when a mirror is broken, and yet
the image one sees reflected in it remains unbroken. So when
this host is divided, I am not divided but remain completely in
each piece, wholly God, wholly human.
-St. Faustina
One single Mass gives more honor to God than all the penances
of the Saints, the labors of the Apostles, the sufferings of the
Martyrs and even the burning love of the Blessed Mother of
God.
–St. Alphonsus Liguori
Listen to the Mass the way the Virgin Mary stood at the Calvary.
–St. Pio
Every Holy Mass, heard with devotion, produces in our souls
marvelous effects, abundant spiritual and material graces which
we ourselves, do not know.
-St. Pio
“In the Host is the power; it will defend you always”
(Diary 616).
-St. Faustina
The sacrifice of Christ (on the cross) and the sacrifice of the
Eucharist (on the altar) are one single sacrifice: "The victim is
one and the same: the same now offers through the ministry of
priests, who then offered himself on the cross; only the manner
of offering is different.
-St. Faustina
In this, the happy age of the law of grace, mortals have no
reason to complain of their weakness and their passions; since
in this bread of heaven they have at hand strength and health.
It matters not that they are tempted and persecuted by the
demon; for by receiving this sacrament frequently they are able
to overcome him gloriously. The faithful are themselves to
blame for all their poverty and labors, since they pay no
attention to this divine mystery, nor avail themselves of the
divine powers, thus placed at their disposal by my most holy
Son . . . Lucifer and his demons have such a fear of the most
holy Eucharist, that to approach it, causes them more torments
than to remain in hell itself. Although they do enter churches in
order to tempt souls, they enter them with aversion, forcing
themselves to endure cruel pains in the hope of destroying a
soul and drawing it into sin, especially in the holy places and in
the presence of the holy Eucharist.
-WORDS OF OUR LADY Blessed Mary of Agreda

The Mass is both past and present: the remembrance of the Last Supper and the present participation
with Jesus in the Last Supper. Through the representative of Christ, the Priest, following the succession of
Peter, Christ speaks the words He spoke at the Last Supper. Joseph Ratzinger, later to be Pope Benedict
XVI, writes:
“In order that an event that occurred in the past is made present, the words must therefore be
pronounced: This is My Body – This is My Blood…Only He can say these things; they are His words.”2
It is where man meets God at the Cross. It is the offering of the Sacrificial Lamb, and where we consume
Its flesh and blood in acceptance of the offering, to the expiation of our sin and benefit of our soul. It is
both a sad and joyous occasion, the acceptance by the Father of His Son’s life for ours, and our
forgiveness.
It is where Christ continues to offer Himself as expiation for our sin.
In our next look at the Mass, we will see how Padre Pio, true to his calling, participated in the Passion of
the Mass both in time and in his flesh.
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CHARITABLE

WORKS

“A sacrifice to be real must cost, must
hurt, and must empty ourselves. Give
yourself fully to God. He will use you
to accomplish great things on the
condition that you believe much more
in His love than in your weakness.”
-Mother Teresa of Calutta
Continue to serve as needed in the parish,
community, at work and especially at
home.

PIO’S CORNER

MONTHLY INTENTIONS

“Once I take a soul on, I also take on their entire family as my
spiritual children.” St. Pio

Not all of us can do great things,

“When Elio Leonardi was a little boy, his mother often took him to
see Padre Pio. She told Elio that after she put him under the
protection of Padre Pio, he was assisted on numerous occasions.
She said that at least five or six times, Elio had been miraculously
protected by Padre Pio and kept from harm’s way. Elio listened to
his mother politely, but was never really convinced that what she
said was true.
One day, when Elio was walking down the road in San Giovanni
Rotondo to catch a bus, a car hit him from behind. Elio was
thrown into the air from the impact and flew over the top of the
car. Elio saw, upside down, the statue of the Virgin Mary which
was on top of the church.
“Madonna, I beg You to help me!”
Elio prayed quickly and with great intensity.
Elio was rushed to the Home of the Relief of Suffering where he
had a thorough examination. He knew that he was very lucky to
be alive. After he was released from the hospital, he rushed over
to the monastery and was surprised to see that all of the
monastery doors were open. Padre Pio happened to be praying in
the choir loft at the time. Elio burst into tears as he approached
Padre Pio. He fell to his knees in front of him and said, “Thank
you, Padre Pio! Thank you for saving my life!”
“Don’t thank me,” Padre Pio replied. “Thank the Madonna. It was
She who saved you.” Padre Pio smiled at Elio and with an
expression of immense love he added, “My son, I can never leave
you alone for a minute!”1
The story you have read happened long ago, far away. And the
words Padre Pio uttered then are as true today as when he
uttered them, “After my death I will do more. My real mission will
begin after my death.”1
True today?
My daughter lives at state college and works a part-time job. She
often arrives late to the school campus. The parking for her dorm
is often filled by the time she arrives. As a concerned Dad, I either
call or text her to make sure she has arrived safe.
Recently, I texted her knowing she was going to be late. Her
answer sent me chills and warmed my heart. She recanted this
story:
“I could not find parking, Dad. So, I texted my friends from the
dorm’s group chat and asked if anyone knew where parking was.
One of my guy friends answered and said he would help me find
parking, and walk back with me.

but we can do small things with
great love.”
-Mother Teresa of Calutta
1. Young Adults
2. Spouses
3. Souls in Purgatory
4. Military
5. Teens
6. Presentation to Parish
7. Abortion/Unborn
8.Pope Intentions:
The Integrity of Justice:
The Protection of the Oceans

That politicians, scientists and
economists work together to protect
the world's seas and oceans.

When I pulled up to the dorm there were four of my guy
friends! We all piled into my car and drove around until we
found parking. I am safe in my dorm!”
The next day it was reported a female student had been
raped in one of the parking structures.
Was Saint Pio watching her? Did he send four friends to
accompany her? In my heart of faith, I know he did. I have
consecrated my whole family to both Padre Pio AND Mother
Mary. Nothing can happen to anyone of them unless it is
allowed by our LORD, but not without intercession from my
Spiritual Father, Padre Pio.
I pray for the other girl, a victim of violence. I wonder, does
she have someone to pray for her? Is she alone in the battle
against Satan?
Our Prayer Group is needed for such people, to pray for
them, with them, and over them.
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SEPTMEMBER FEAST DAYS

REPARATIONS
Once, St. Teresa of Avila was
overwhelmed with God’s Goodness
and asked Our Lord “How can I
thank you?” Our Lord replied,
“ATTEND ONE MASS.”
Offered by the Group for those we
have been given to pray for, and for
those we love
o Attend Sunday Mass weekly
o Attend one daily Mass
o Attend Reconciliation on the
first Saturday of each month
o Complete one Rosary per
day especially for the Intentions of
the Month
o Attend Adoration for one hour
on the first Friday of each month
o Perform works of charity

-Mother Teresa of Calcutta

5th
MIRACLES OF THE HOST

*Offer works of Charity
Birth of Blessed Mother

Miracle of Lanciano, Italy

8th

*Attend Mass
Holy Name of Mary

12th

*Novena

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=nDFEOqMOhVo

23rd

*Attend a Mass in his honor/Novena
St. Michael

mLqooS9c
The Eucharistic Miracle of Buenos
Aires

*Attend Mass
Saint Pio

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5YS

29th

